Pope Benedict offers two intentions every month, one general, and one for a particular Catholic missionary activity.Pope Benedict's general prayer intention for August 2010 is "That those who are without work or homes or who are otherwise in serious need may find understanding and welcome, as well as concrete help in overcoming their difficulties."

The Holy Father's mission intention for August 2010 is "That the Church may be a 'home' for all people, ready to open her doors to any who are suffering from racial or religious discrimination, hunger or wars forcing them to emigrate to other countries."

Surrounded by the great cloud of witnesses we pray: Gracious God, help us lift our drooping hands and strengthen our weak knees. Give us the courage to pursue peace with everyone and the strength to let no bitterness spring up and cause trouble. Grant that your church may proclaim good news and reconciliation to the ends of the earth, through Jesus Christ our savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
