The Pilgrimage to Tanzania and Malawi --  Part 1

Jambo Marafiki (Hello my friends!)[image: image1.jpg]



The pilgrims arrive at Mike Knox’s Sacred Heart Retreat Centre in Moshi, Tanzania, 18 hours after leaving Edinburgh at 5.45am.  Mike and his team have met us with their minibus, tied our luggage to the roofrack and driven us the two hour journey to the Centre!

This view of Mount Kilimanjaro from our balcony the next morning makes the long journey more than  worthwhile.
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Tumsifu Yesu Kristu (Praise Jesus Christ,  – traditional greeting)                                        Milele Amina ( Forever Amen)
On the morning of Day 2 we drive half an hour to the Cathedral in nearby Moshi in our minibus, where we meet Mgr Paul Uria (who spent two years at St John’s in the 1980s) and are introduced to the Diocesan Administrator, Fr Deogratias, in the hot sunshine (so far, so good)[image: image3.jpg]
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We are given a tour of the Cathedral of Christ the King and the nearby Chapel of Adoration.  We have the chance to appreciate some of the traditional religious carvings in the Diocesan offices – including one of Our Lady.
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Chakula  kitamu sana (the food is delicious)      We have lunch nearby at Mgombani (the café owned by the mother of Wilfred Moshi, the first Tanzanian to climb Mt Everest – and a frequent visitor to Edinburgh) where we are greeted warmly by our hosts and our fellow diners.

Day 3          Karibuni Marafiki wetu (Welcome friends)     We drive 90 minutes over rough terrain up to Legho and meet in  the Priests’ House there for lively conversation and exchange of ideas with Fr Sangawe, Fr Machowera and members of the parish council.[image: image6.jpg]
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Habari (How are you?)  Nzuri asante (well, thanks)

Fr Jock and Rogat (former headmaster of Legho Primary School) from the Legho Parish Council deep in conversation.  We have a rather wonderful meeting of minds and hearts for two hours before enjoying a meal together.[image: image8.jpg]



Watoto (children) at the shule (school)

A spontaneous and enthusiastic reception greets us as we drive past the primary school after our meeting - just as the unseasonal torrential rains begins and our road home turns to mud.[image: image9.jpg]
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Siku ya kuzaliwa (birthday)

One of our pilgrims ,Catrina, is surprised with a birthday cake presented by singing and dancing sisters and team members as well as the present of a palm tree which she is invited to plant here, a custom that shows how the conservation of the environment is close to the hearts of the Tanzanian people. Tuta onana baadae (See you later) … in our next instalment!


