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by Fr Anthony Chantry
MHM

wise person once wrote that
promoting justice is about
deciding what belongs to

whom and then giving it back to
them. I suspect that if we all took this
seriously as a country, our overseas
aid budget would jump tenfold!

So when Jesus today invites us to
give back to Caesar what belongs to
him, and to God what belongs to God,
I am sure that, as always, his mission
of proclaiming the utter goodness of
God and his overwhelming love of us
and the world was in his motivation.

Perhaps what we need to give back
to the Caesars of this world are the
greed, the vanity, the intolerance and
the selfishness that seem to dominate
their agenda. What we are invited to
give to God is our utter conviction to
love as Jesus loved, wherein lies our
power.

World Mission day alerts us once
again to the fact that many countries
throughout the world suffer horribly
from self-serving Caesars. South
Sudan, for example, though now
independent, is a country with a
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long history of violent conflict and
shameless exploitation.

Justice will only come about
when peace is restored, and there
will only be peace when there is just
governance. This requires the very
courageous refusal of the Caesars
who promote the politics of division,
dominance and repression.

Giving to God our commitment to
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be one with those like our suffering
brothers and sisters in South Sudan
who are struggling to bring about a
just and peaceful world is the reason
we have been chosen.

What will you give back to God
today?
Fr Anthony Chantry is the National
Director of Missio UK. www.missio.org.uk

Personal, close
and impossible
to ignore

by Dame Mary
Richardson

There is something very special
about one’s own name. It is said
to have psychological importance
and people hear their own name
when, for various reasons, they
can distinguish nothing else. Isaiah
tells us that God called Cyrus by his
name. Our hearts lift and respond
because that call, to us all, by our
own name, is personal, close and
impossible to ignore. We hear it
through the noise of daily life. We
are, as both Paul and Isaiah tell us,
God’s “chosen one”

No such call had been listened
to by the Pharisees who, yet again,
just wanted to trap Jesus. The ease
with which he dealt with them and
sent them away, tail between legs,

is almost laughable. Perhaps

the consequences of listening
to his call would have been too
uncomfortable to contemplate
and intellectual games, trying
to trap Jesus, provided the
Pharisees with distraction from
the alarming possibility of
responding and changing.

Dame Mary Richardson is the
President of SOS Children’s Villages.

Lord, take my
hands to do your
work; my feet to
go your way; my
eyes to see as you
do; my tongue to
speak your words;
my mind so that
you will think in
me; my heartso-
that you will love,
in me, the whole of
humanity. Amen.

Mission at home
by Des Kelly

Christians can sometimes be faced with
a real dilemma - how to be a Christian
in a secular world where the law is
sometimes unchristian. However, true
Christians will strive to be good citizens
of their country, and at the same time
good citizens of the kingdom of heaven.

The Church teaches that parents are
the first educators of their children.
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The parents and the Catholic school
are required by law to provide certain
aspects of education but they answer to
a higher law: the law of God. They start
from the premise that each child is God’s
work of art and is made in God’s image
and likeness. Both the parents and the
Catholic school try their utmost to bring
children to their true potential, which is
to be loving people and imitators of Jesus
Christ who dwells in them.

The State has a role, but its power is
limited and does not supplant God.

Des Kelly, a retired headteacher, now works
to develop leadership in Catholic schools and
parishes.

All peoples and cultures have the right
to receive the message of salvation which is
God’s gift to every person. This is all the more
necessary when we consider how many injustices,
wars, and humanitarian crises still need
resolution. Missionaries know from experience
that the Gospel of forgiveness and mercy can
bring joy and reconciliation, justice and peace.
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