Gift Thomson is being baptised and confirmed this Sunday at St John’s. He has been here
for 4 months and has been an important part of the St John’s Music Group and the joint
parishes’ RCIA group in that time. Because his visa runs out at the end of this month, and
he has to return to Malawi, he is being baptised today rather than at the Easter Vigil. We
hope and pray he will be granted a visa so he can return in September for a 4 year degree at
Queen Margaret University and to continue as a valued member of the community of our
two parishes. The article below appeared in this week’s ‘Scotsman’ — and was written by
Emma Wood, of QMU, with whose family he has been living since he arrived in Scotland.

Partnership has
led to profound
Teal-life’ learning
and development

TEKA is a Malawian char-

ity that creates sustainable

futures for homeless and
vulnerable children and young peo-
ple. It is led by grassroots activist
and social entrepreneur, Godknows
Maseko —an ex-'street kid' - and his
wife Helen, who campaign for chil-
dren’srightsand gender equality. For
over10years, STEKA havedeveloped
aninnovativemodel for creatingsus-
tainable futures for street children,
establishinga family homefor65vul-
nerable young people and support-
ingmany more to live safely and sus-
tainably in their own homes.

My connection began when visiting
my daughter who was livingand vol-
unteering at STEKA for 18 months.
The inspiring young people I met
there told me of their ambitions,
whichwere fantastically high despite
only 1 per cent of the population in
Malawi having the opportunity togo
to college or university.

With the population growing fast,
the Malawian government and the
United Nations both recognise that
young people need training in voca-
tional skills to set up their own small
enterprises in areas such as tailor-
ing, woodworkand agriculture. God-
knows has a plan for establishing a
vocational skills and enterprise cen-
tre in Malawi to reach marginalised
youngpeopie. Healso hopestodevel-
Op a new model of “voluntourism”
which will secure quality employ-
mentfor their young people foryears
tocome.

As part of QMU and STEKA!
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Students from Malawi and

Scotland are contn'butinﬁ
towards positive change in bot

countries, says Emma Wood

nership, students have worked with
the residents to develop a website,
film and other campaign materi-
als, whilst engaging Rotary clubs
to support building the vocational
skills centre. QMU has also hosted
two STEKA residents on scholar-
ships. Sandra Ndale (23) studied for
sixmonthsand developed film-mak-
ingand photographyskills sheisnow
using backin Malawitogiveavoiceto
young people like her.

Gift Thompson (20} is at QMU for
six months studying sociology. Our
degree in Public Sociclogy is about
creating change at community level
-something which Godknows Mase-
koisalreadyachieving in Malawi. By
studying here with us, we believe
that Gift will forge connections and
relationships which will help STE-
KA thriveinto the future. Andwealso
know, from experience, that he will
enrich our students’ experience and
learning.

Our partnership has led to pro-
found ‘real-life’ learning and per-
sonal development of staff and stu-
dents. During reflections, students
have talked about the importance of
family, the meaning of community
and resilience, what 3 privilege edu-

cation is and how to recognise and
value their powerful position in the
world.

It has inspired QMU staff and stu-
dents to come together to support
STEKA and it’s great for morale to
know that our QMU community can
make a differencelike this.

However, I would love to see mors
young Scots who visit Malawi move
beyond posting selfies on social
media and start instead to use their
voice to talk about the profound
learning they've experienced.

For example, seeing the impact of
climatechangefirst-hand, thewayin
which thingsarereused andrecycled
in Malawi, and the differentlevels of
consumerism in both countries.

In Scotland, most young people
haveaccesstosocial media, curating
their own identity and telling their
stories.

However, many young Scots fee!
pressured about how and what they
present to the world. Some of our
students reflect on how they rep-
resented their visits to the Global
Southasteenagers-the ‘savior com-
pleximplied in their writing and the
dehumanising photographs. Look-
ing back they feel they could have



'l\*l';ofnps;n, w’i{o is at QMU studying sociology, where his connections and retaﬁoﬁsﬁi’pswill help STEKA thrive

been reiterating an almost colonial mindset.

[’ve seen real change happen as a result of Scottish teenagers learning to use dialogue and a ‘photo-voice’ approach to
represent important issues respectfully and with real impact.

[ know that STEKA can inspire many more young people and can affect real change in understanding their place in the
world and the importance of things like the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

Perhaps what’s so special about the friendship between Scotland the Malawi is the fact that its’s not about charity but rather
a genuinely dignified two-way partnership. Youth voice in their partnership is key.

The Year of Young People 2018 will allow students like Gift, Sandra and those at QMU to tell the world why they care
about their partnerships and how they are contributing to positive change in both countries.

The positive impact on the lives of all those involved in these partnerships will last far beyond 2018, and create a generation
of reflective and empowered Scots and Malawians making real change in the world. For more information visit
www.stekaskills.com

Emma Wood is a lecturer at Queen Margaret University (OMU)



