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Good news!

Speak With

by Dom Dominic Mansi OSB

who brought about, in a non-violent way,

the abolition of apartheid in South Africa.
He was imprisoned on Robben Island for twenty-
seven years. In his book, Long Walk To Freedom,
he said: "People are not born to hate, they learn
to hate and, if they can learn to hate, they can be
taught to love, for love comes more naturally to
the human heart than its opposite.”

I etme start by quoting from Nelson Mandela

Nelson Mandela had an aura about him which

captivated friend and foe. It was said of him that
he was able to make you feel as if you were the best
person you could possibly be. Jesus had this aura too.

In today's Gospel people sensed this, "The people
who heard him were amazed at the way he taught
for he wasn't like the teachers of the Law; instead,
he taught with authority. The Greek for authority is
"exousia” meaning "out of your being".

Jesus was not laying down the law on this occasion.
He was revealing his inner self by giving confidence,
hope and healing.

We need people like Nelson Mandela, Ghandi
and Churchill: people who can raise our spirits and

. give us hope amid all the difficulties surrounding us.

They spoke with authority from within, just like Jesus.

We can speak with authority: inspire others to
bring about the building of God's kingdom. Let these
final words of Nelson Mandela ring in our ears: "We
must therefore act together as a united people, for
national reconciliation, for nation building, for the
birth of a new world."

"Let there be justice and peace for all."

Dom Dominic Mansi OSB is a monk of Downside Abbey.
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by Des Kelly

I would say my mum, dad, sisters, brother,

you can perform.”

Des Kelly, a retired headteacher, now works to
develop leadership in Catholic schools and parishes.
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