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(50d's love saves

by Paul Higginson

TV or look at social media you
will see people judging each
other - their appearance, habits,
social or ethnic background, or
culture. How quick we are to judge
others, and often to condemn. Yet
Pope Francis, when confronted
with complex issues, simply asked,
“who am I to judge?” This is an
echo of the Gospel message we
hear today when John tells us that
God sent his son Jesus, not to judge
the world, but to save the world.
This does not mean, of
course, that we can spend our
lives doing whatever we want.
We know that sin - selfishness,

If you read a newspaper, watch

greed, materialism, etc. makes
us miserable, hurts others and
damages our relationship with
God. Jesus is clear that we must
reject the darkness of sin, but the
overwhelming message of the
Gospel is compassion. There is
nothing that cannot be forgiven,
whatever we have done or whatever
our current situation. God loves
us and has sent his Son to save us.
That’s the whole of the Gospel in a
nutshell! It is both an extraordinary
promise and a call to action. We
must stop judging and condemning
others, and sometimes we need to
stop condemning ourselves.

God offers love to the whole
world. When we see ourselves as
God sees us, then we can accept
John’s invitation to “come into

the light” in this life, and share
in his promise of eternal life in
the next.
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that he sent us his son as a sign of
that love.

Mgr Roger Reader is the vice-rector
of the Royal College of St Alban,
Valladolid, Spain.

Act justly,
love tenderly

to dwell in God’s presence, reflect on
his word - and grow in a confidence
that breeds compassion for the world
around us.
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