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THE PARISHES OF ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST AND ST MARY MAGDALENE 
 

35 Brighton Place, Edinburgh EH15 1LL               Bingham Avenue, Edinburgh EH15 3HY 
Parish Priest:  Fr. Jock Dalrymple:             0131 669 5447 

Deacon – Revd Eddie White:  07986 015772 
 

  Pastoral Team: Alice Codling, Jennifer Morris, and Chris Vinestock 

Shared Parish House: 3 Sandford Gardens, EH15 1LP 

Parish Administrator: Enrico Fertini  

(Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 10am to 3pm & Friday 11am-4pm) 

Web address: www.stjohnsportobello.co.uk              Web address: www.stmarymagdalenes.co.uk 

Joint Facebook page:  http://www.facebook.com/StJohnsandStMaryMagdalenes 

Joint e-mail address for our sister parishes:  stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5 December 2021 - Second Sunday of Advent 
 

‘A voice cries in the wilderness; prepare a way for the Lord;  
make his paths straight. Every valley will be filled in,  

every mountain and hill be laid down;  
winding ways will be straightned  

and rough road made smooth.  
 

And all mankind shall see the salvation of God’ 
(Luke 3:4-6) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Illustration by Eric de Saussure, friar of Taize, taken from “Bible Illustree”, 1968)  

 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PARISHES’ CHRISTMAS FAYRE ON SATURDAY MORNING 

FROM 10.00AM TO 1.30PM IN ST JOHN’S CHURCH 

 

THIS SUNDAY THERE ARE TWO CHILDREN’S MASSES…. 
 

 Arlene Lauder writes: ‘Today Sunday 5 December at St John's 9:30am Mass, we welcome our 

Primary 3's who are preparing for First Reconciliation. The P3s will receive the Rite of Signing of the 

Cross during the Mass. This is also a Children’s Mass to which all families are invited.  In St Mary 

Magdalene's at 11:15am, our children preparing for First Holy Communion will gather for their 'Do This 

In Memory of Me' celebration mass. Please welcome all our young parishioners and their families 

warmly.  

At both these Masses we are trialling sitting the children and their families at the front of the 

church. These reserved pews will be clearly marked.  If anyone has concerns around mixing with 

young parishioners in a fuller church at these Children’s Masses, please do feel free to take the 

opportunity to go to the Vigil Mass on Saturday 4 December at St John's.’  

 

https://goo.gl/maps/knyyrDBGnxA9E8877
https://goo.gl/maps/sK9NmmtJxapzj9rR8
https://goo.gl/maps/MpZ7fVfo4UH4HMhD7
https://www.stjohnsportobello.co.uk/
http://www.stmarymagdalenes.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/StJohnsandStMaryMagdalenes
mailto:stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes@gmail.com
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This Sunday there is the Monthly Collection at St John’s for the Tower Fund 
 

On Monday at 2.30pm at St John’s there is our Monthly Healing Mass – with the 

sacrament of the sick 

 

We hope to announce the Times and Venues for our Christmas Masses in next week’s 

newsletter – with the likelihood that at least one of the Masses will require booking… 

 

NEXT SATURDAY – 11 DECEMBER – OUR CLUSTER ADVENT 

RETREAT WITH FR MARTIN MORAN OMI 
 

The Retreat – for our five parishes of St Mary Magdalene’s, St John’s, St Teresa’s, St Ninian’s 

and St Mary, Star of the Sea, Leith - will take place in the Church Hall of St Mary, Star of the 

Sea, Leith, between 10am and 1pm, led by Fr Martin Moran OMI…No charge but donations 

welcome at the end to cover costs. Do please sign up on the lists at the back of both Churches. 

 

NEXT SUNDAY IS OUR ANNUAL ADVENT RECONCILIATION 

SUNDAY 
 

… with several priests available before each Mass to celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation. 

With this newsletter there is an ‘Examination of Conscience/Consciousness’ to help us 

prepare, focusing as always on 3 simple questions: 

What do I most want to thank God for? (A confession of gratitude) 

What do I most want to ask forgiveness for? (A confession of sorrow) 

Where in my life do I want to ask help and healing? (A confession of trust) 
  

Prayer at Night 
 

Last Sunday we started online Prayer at Night during Advent. This is on Zoom each night 

and will continue through the winter months until Easter, 17 April 2022.  

The prayer will start at 9.15pm each evening and last for less than 15 minutes.  

This is an initiative for our two parishes, St John’s and St Mary Magdalene’s. However, because 

it is online it is also accessible for people wherever they are - and all are very welcome.  

For ease, the Zoom link will be the same each evening:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9129622900?pwd=b1F1THhtY3NVeGptOWY0VGw2K2xBQT09 

Meeting ID: 912 962 2900    Passcode: Prayer 

We will include the link in the parish Newsletter each week and it will also be on the parish 

website and Facebook page.   

 

FOR THOSE STRUGGLING TO FIND THE LINK FOR NIGHT PRAYER AND/OR 

STRUGGLING TO REMEMBER AT 9.15PM – AN INVITATION TO SIGN UP FOR AN 

EMAIL REMINDER: 
Deacon Eddie writes: ‘We’re all so grateful to Donald Scott and Lesley Reid who have been responsible for this 

superb initiative. Given the trouble they have taken, we want to help everybody who might wish to join in to be 

able to do so:  See below for details of joining a daily reminder email list.  

1. You don't need a Zoom account. You can join as a guest by clicking the invite link. 

 2. You don't need a microphone to join in. You are invited to join them in prayer, and to listen and reflect upon 

the prayers... but not over a microphone. Zoom couldn't cope with us all praying into microphones at once.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9129622900?pwd=b1F1THhtY3NVeGptOWY0VGw2K2xBQT09
http://stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes.com/news/
https://www.stjohnsportobello.co.uk/
https://www.stjohnsportobello.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsandStMaryMagdalenes


3 
 
 

 

3. You don't need a camera to join either. (This means I don't need to worry about my hair sitting perfectly before 

night prayer begins.)  

4. You don't need to be on Facebook or keep the newsletter link at hand. You could schedule the meeting in your 

calendar...although that isn't a level of organisation I have ever personally reached.  

For this reason we are proposing a trial of an email reminder: 

Every day at 9pm, we will send an email out with the link for the evening's night prayer meeting. It is the 

same link every night but getting the email and 15 mins to organise ourselves will hopefully make it easier 

for all to join.  Please email stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes@gmail.com to ask to be added to the email 

group (an invitation to our local and less local parishioners alike) 

  

You can use a Zoom app on a phone or tune indirectly from the Internet. You can use Apple phones or Samsung 

phones - and any laptop or chrome book seems to work.  

  

We really don't want technology to be a barrier to you joining us so if you would like to, but are unable to, join 

then let Enrico or myself know and we will do all we can to help you join in. (Our contact details are at the front 

of the newsletter) 

  

 Sunset Benediction - Sunday 12 December at 3pm. 
 

Deacon Eddie writes: ‘As it is getting dark so early, we have been asked if we could try something different for 

this month. A Sunday Afternoon Benediction Service. The official "Sundown" time on 12 December is 

3.49pm. We will have Adoration and Benediction from 3pm for half an hour. A chance to sit quietly in the 

presence of the Lord, to listen to some gentle music and receive the Benediction blessing. Then we will leave the 

Church open until 4pm for any private prayer - a chance to sit in silence in the peace of the Church. 

As we approach Christmas, any prayer intentions for sick or deceased relatives (or any other intention) that you 

would like prayed for during the service, please do call me on 07986015772 or email me on 

ewhite@outlook.com’ 

 
 
 

 This Week 
 

Saturday 4 December 

10am–1.30pm – St John’s Church – PARISHES’ CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

6.00pm – Prayer Room – Mass - pre-recorded, streamed on YouTube 

6.30pm – St John’s – Vigil Mass 

 

Sunday 5 December – SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

9.30am – St John’s – Children’s Mass including P3 Reconciliation Children – livestreamed 

11.15am – St Mary Magdalene’s – Children’s Mass with P4 ‘Do This In Memory of Me’ children 

 

Monday 6 December 

11am – St Columba’s – Edinburgh Deanery Meeting  

2.30pm – St John’s – Healing Mass - livestreamed 

7.15pm – St John’s Hall – St John’s Pastoral Council Meeting 

 

Tuesday December 7   

11.30am – St Mary Magdalene’s - Requiem Mass for Frances Casement 

7.30pm – St John’s Hall – RCIA Enquiry Session 2   

 

Wednesday 8 December – FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED  

         VIRGIN MARY  

10.00am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 

 

Thursday 9 December  

10.00am – St Mary Magdalene’s – Mass – livestreamed 

11.30am – Skype – PEP Meeting 

mailto:stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes@gmail.com
mailto:ewhite@outlook.com
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Friday 10 December  

10.00am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 

10.35am (straight after Mass) – St John’s - Rosary at Our Lady’s Altar 
 

Saturday 11 December 

 10am-1pm – St Mary’s, Leith - CLUSTER ADVENT RETREAT, led by Fr Martin Moran 
 6.00pm – Prayer Room – Mass - pre-recorded, streamed on YouTube  

6.30pm – St John’s – Vigil Mass 
 

Sunday 12 December – THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (RECONCILIATION SUNDAY) 

9.30am – St John’s – Mass– livestreamed 

11.15am – St Mary Magdalene’s – Mass  

3.00pm – St John’s – Sunset Adoration and Benediction 

 

IN THE COMING WEEKS 
 

Tuesday 14 December – 12.45pm - St Mary’s Cathedral – Mass with Installation of 6 New 

Canons (Fr Kenneth Owens, Fr Jeremy Bath, Mgr Patrick Burke, Fr Brian Gowans, Fr 

Jock and Fr James Tracey) 

 

Thursday 23 December – 11am – An Advent/Christmas Ecumenical Pilgrimage Walk 

around the Churches of Portobello, starting at St John’s 
 

From Archbishop Leo’s Weekly ‘Ad Clerum’ 
 

Restoration of Sunday Obligation - The Bishops of Scotland have decided that the obligation to attend Mass on 

Sundays and Holy days of Obligation will be reinstated from Sunday 2 January 2022. Their pastoral letter can 

be read at bcos.org.uk 

 

Mass for Vocations - The monthly Mass for Vocations is a time for people in the Archdiocese to pray that more 

young people will listen and respond to God’s call to the priesthood or religious life. It takes place at 7pm this 

Monday 6 December at St Francis Xavier’s in Falkirk. All welcome. 

 

40 Hours’ Devotion - The 40 Hours’ Devotion has started and takes place at parishes across the Archdiocese 

throughout this new liturgical year. It continues this weekend in the Parish of St Serf’s in Kirkcaldy (St Marie’s 

and St Pius, Kirkcaldy, St Ninian’s, Cardenden) and St Mary’s Haddington/St Gabriel in Prestonpans. Full parish 

schedule for the 40 Hours’ Devotion: bit.ly/40hoursschedule 

 

Advent talks: Faith, Hope & Love - Find out more about the season of Advent and the virtues of Faith, Hope 

and Love in a series of online talks held each Monday in Advent. Hosted by the Archdiocese, the second talk is 

this Monday 6 December 7:30pm-8:00pm, led by Canon Hugh White. No registration required, simply use this 

link each week to join: bit.ly/AdventTalk (or webinar ID: 891 8951 4801). 

 

Advent: Rosary for Life - Join parishioners and clergy from across the Archdiocese each Tuesday throughout 

Advent to pray for unborn children, their mothers and all Pro-Life intentions. It continues this Tuesday (7 

December) at 7:45pm and includes a reflection from Fr Bobby Taylor who is based in Rome. Event on Zoom, 

register at https://bit.ly/7DecRosary 

 

The Archdiocese is recruiting - The Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh is looking to recruit a full-time 

Religious Education Adviser (Primary Schools). Closing date for applications is 13 December. Details 

at bit.ly/vacancy_2021 
 
 
 

https://bcos.org.uk/
https://archedinburgh.org/schedule-for-the-40-hours-devotion/
https://bit.ly/AdventTalk
https://bit.ly/7DecRosary
https://bit.ly/vacancy_2021
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ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION – ADAPTED AS A PRAYER FOR ADVENT  
 

Lord Jesus, you have promised to remain with us in the Eucharist…and in the depth 

of our own hearts….and to come to us afresh each Christmas.  

Help us now to be still………….. to listen……….and to surrender ourselves to your 

loving presence. 

Heal what may be fractured…….sustain and strengthen us for the tasks of this 

season.  

Enable us to welcome the mystery of your presence in all those we meet. 

And in moments of quiet….may we rest in your love.  Amen. 
 

NOTICE BOARD 
 

THE RCIA (The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) HAS RESTARTED – WITH 

THE SECOND ENQUIRY SESSION THIS TUESDAY AT 7.30PM  

(and it’s certainly not too late to come along….) 
 

Would you like to discover more about the beliefs and practices of the Catholic Faith? You 

would be most welcome to come along to our informal gatherings on Tuesday evenings, at 

7.30pm in the St John’s Church Hall. Portobello. For more information, contact Fr Jock on 0131 

669 5447 or jockdalrymple@postmaster.co.uk 

 

The Pamoja Fashion team raised £298.55 last weekend. Many thanks to their loyal supporters. 

 

REQUESTS FOR HELP AT ST MARY MAGDALENE’S 
We are looking for volunteers at St Mary Magdalene’s willing to help with banking, with the 200 Club, 

and with co-ordinating gift aid and the Church Stall in the aftermath of Rob Moyes’ death and Madge’s 

recent move. If you are willing to help, please see Jean McInally, Jane Marin or Fr Jock. 

We also hope to re-introduce Tea and Coffee after 11.15am Sunday Mass…but to do that we need 

volunteers to help serve and clean up afterwards…… if willing to go on a rota, please give your name to Fr 

Jock. 

The winner of last Sunday’s monthly 200 Club Draw was Sam Henry – the prize was £30. 

 

THE SCOTTISH CATHOLIC – the new fortnightly magazine (really replacing the Scottish Catholic 

Observer) available at the back of both churches - price £2 (let Enrico, the Parish Administrator, know if you 

would like a copy reserved for you.)  

 

SPUC (Society for the Protection of the Unborn Child) 

WHITE FLOWER APPEAL 
 

Maria Igoe and Aileen Hall, our pro-life co-ordinators, write: ‘You may have seen that the Pro-Abortion lobby 

is increasing their efforts to push to extend abortion. Since the pandemic SPUC has suspended their White 

Flower appeals (on which they rely to keep afloat financially) in our Parishes. That has severely affected their 

income and funds are needed to get the Pro-Life message across. 

As there have been many appeals in our Parishes recently, it seems appropriate that parishioners are asked to 

contribute privately to this charity. This can be done either on-line at spuc.org.uk/Donate or by putting your 

donation in a marked envelope and handing it in to the Parish House.  

 

SPUC will be grateful for any donation you can give and asks that you remember their work in your prayers.’  

 

mailto:jockdalrymple@postmaster.co.uk
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Parish Register 
 

Warm birthday greetings to Canon Andrew Monaghan, 80 on 1 December, last week. 
 

….and a fond farewell and the promise of our prayers to Michael O’Neill who moved 
from St John’s to the Little Sisters of the Poor last Monday after many years here.  

 

Please pray for those who have 
died recently: 

 

Ann Emsley - Michael Ramsden 

Tom Sutcliffe - Paul MacColl 

Matthew Ferguson 
 

Please pray for those whose 
anniversaries occur around this 

time: 
 

Bill Brogan – Margaret Risi  

Stan Tweedie – John Ritchie  

Myles Durkin - Kathleen Codling 

Mary Salvona - Jenny Wormald -  

Mary McLauchlan - Maria Juska 

 

Anniversaries: 
St John’s 

Dec.4: Ronnie Smith (2017); Sarah Jessiman (2003); Robert Kerr (1999); Hugh 

Walsh (1994); Ronald Godley (1988); John Lawler (1970); A Duffy (1950); John 

Scollon;  

Dec.5: Helen Cassidy (2004); Mary Bisset (2001); Bill Brogan (1996); George 

Forrest (1988); Neil Donoghue (1987); Elizabeth Quinn (1980); Edmund Z 

Schmelter (1970); Nancy Syme; Dec.6: Patrick Butler (2007); Winifred Adamson 

(2000); Grace Spencer (1980); Mary Meehan; 

Dec.7: Charlie Di Carlo (1997); Thomas Holt (1972); John Tweedie; - Dec.8: 

Margaret O'Brien (2001); Robert Taylor (1998); Kathleen M Codling (1977); 

James Waldie;  Dec.9: Mary Salvona (2017); Jenny Wormald (2015); May 

Maclean (2007); S. M. Nelson (1985); Frank McGuire (1979); Bridget Lawrie 

(1990); Dec.10:-  Jimmy Duke (2014); Vincent Kelegher (2003); Margaret T Ward 

(2001); Mary McLauchlan (2000); Joseph Dykes (1985); Maggie Bonner (1982); 

Michael Keogh (1948); James Anderson;  

St Mary Magdalene’s  

Dec.6: Maria A Langlands (1997); Dec.7: Thomas Burdell (2000); 

Dec.9: Richard Sheppard (1973); Mary MacDougall (1969); 

Dec.10: Maria Juska (2015); 

Please pray for those Parishioners  

who are sick: 

St. John’s: David Dowie, Fiona Connel, Inge Downey, John 

Freeman, John Waugh, May Thomson, Sheila and George 

Service, Margaret Campbell, Ann Dobie, Kim O’Neill, Frank 

Logan, Sheelagh Dobson, Ernie Moran, Bob Kelly, Jean 

Bonnar, Mike Iannarelli, Chloe Sutherland, Norah Bruce, Mike 

and Patricia Lawler, Ruth Viso, Mary Grady, Pauli 

Walker, Anna Butler, May Flynn, Vincent Knowles, John 

Cregan, young Saoirse Golden, John Whyte, Frances 

Cunningham, David Reid, Charlotte McGregor, Betty Dougal, 

Anne Thomson, Mike Noonan, Sarah McManus, Mike Burns, 

Sr Jennifer Lindsay, Maureen Low, Mary Slight, Rose 

Thornton, Kitty Dykes, Norman Telfer, Alf  MacNamara, 

Maureen Lawrie, Kathie Gallagher, Erin Corbett, Roz Byers, 

Marie Angela Crolla and Lorraine Syme.   

St Mary Magdalene’s: 

Jacqueline Marinello, Anne Tolson, Sandra Watt, Sam Burns, 

Mary Cole, Denis Davidson, Chris English, Andrew Farmer, 

Ray Donnelly, Clive Davis, Isobel Phillips, Margaret Duffy, 

Maria Scott Jnr, Louise Gorman, Ann Dockrell, John Newall, 

Michael McPhillips, Bridget Malone, Charles Malcolm, 

Margaret Ryan, Jacqueline Hannan, Julie Keegan, Rose 

McKay, Laurie Wallace, Annie Watson, David O’Donnell, 

Andrew Banks, Jude Ferguson, and Mary and James Muir.  

Please pray for sick friends and relatives  

of our Parishioners: 

Ann O’Brien, Robert Daly, Una Johnston, Mary Thomson, 

Fr Raymond OCSO, Tony Rigg, Julia Fureland, Caitlin 

McGillivray, Jozefine O’Connell, Robin Butler, Catoline 

Minto, Henrietta Fraser, Pat Mulvenna, Stuart Falconer, 

Nan Doig, Ant Ridge, Claire Johnston, Emma Bromet, 

Elizabeth, Baby Percy Keiran McShane, Colin Sandham, 

Lewis White, Baby Alfie McDevitt, Elizabeth and Gordon 

Marron, Dawn Clarke, William Kinsley, Katie McAnenny, 

John Kellagher, Niamh McDougall, Joy Allan, Colin 

Raasch, Annie Ross, Christopher MacKinnon, Jaroslav 

Icina, Annabelle Cervantes, Emily Buchanan, Ann Thorp,  

baby Josh Simpson, Helen McCann, Rhoda Tumboli, Dani 

Miniette,, Peter Millar, Leo Stone, Sr May Lewis, Joan 

Murray Hamilton, Sr Margaret Mary, Jean Nelson, 

Margaret Anne Marton, Betty Blyth, Lauren Fitzpatrick, Fr 

Christy Fox, Joe Greenan, Michael Igoe, Robert Shaw, 

baby Kinsley McMillan, Margaret and Victoria Roddam, 

Clare Richardson, Karen MacKay, Laura Anderson, 

Richard Reid, James O’Rourke, Tommy Muir, James 

Shepherd, Peter Hanley, Andrew Franklin, Ellen Green, 

Jamie Mitchell, Eunice Macdonald, Peter Bromley,  

Edward Caulfield, Igor Rekowski, Diana Hibbert, Joan 

Brooks, Mary Turnbull and young Ray Donovan Syme 
 

Offertory Collections – 28 November 2021 

 
 

 

…and many thanks from Derek de Freitas for all the cards, gifts and good wishes received on 

his recent 70th birthday. 

St Mary Magdalene St John the Evangelist 

£154.00 total including Offertory 

of £95.00 and Gift Aid of £59.00 

£ 1529.35 total including Offertory of £156.95, 

Gift Aid of £427.40 and £945.00 Online Donations 
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A REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL FOR THE SECOND 

SUNDAY OF ADVENT - Luke 3: 1-6 
 

In 2015, I thought I knew better than the medical profession and self-prescribed with some medication from 

my vast stock of prescription drugs that I no longer used but had retained ‘just in case’.  An irregularity in 

my heartbeat saw me reaching for some Flecainide Acetate which had worked in the past but now caused a 

dangerous malfunction when it mixed with my prescription at the time.  I was told that I had been lucky to 

get to hospital so quickly.  I survived to tell the tale.  Perhaps God wasn’t quite ready for my company, or, 

more likely, the medical team were not ready to admit defeat.  It was a very sobering lesson.  I spent several 

weeks in hospital and consequently now take a somewhat heady concoction of 11 tablets every day.  I now 

make a point of carefully reading the leaflets inside the box.  The most challenging part lies not so much in 

digesting the information contained, as in being able to fold the piece of paper once it has taken proportions 

of a small roll of wallpaper.  In 2015 I was full of my own arrogance and thought I knew better than the 

medics.  In 2021 I am much more sanguine. The medical staff know much better than I do.   

Recently, I developed a reaction to one of those 11 tablets.  It’s called Ramipril (I was well versed in the 

possible side effects) and called my GP.  He advised me to stop taking that tablet for a week, assuring me 

that I wouldn’t be doing too much damage in the process. (‘too much damage’ was not totally reassuring but 

I happily went with the flow!)  He called me back after a week to check on progress.  He told me to stop the 

Ramipril completely and instead prescribed Candesartan starting with a small dose and increasing the dosage 

after a couple of weeks. My conversations seemed to me to be the most natural thing in the world.  I was 

happy to go with his advice and trust him.  So, from personal experience of my own chequered medical 

journey, I am confused by those who refuse a COVID vaccination because….. (INSERT any reason here).  I 

respect their decision but cannot understand. Medicine has never pretended to be an exact science, but being 

immuno-compromised, I prefer not to be in the presence of people who may be unwilling carriers of 

COVID.  Part of the problem, as I see it, is the sheer amount of confusing and confused information that is 

‘out there’.  Social media has certainly played a disproportionate role in adding to the chaos.  What is the 

truth?  Health authorities urge pregnant women to be vaccinated, pseudo ‘experts’ on Social media tell those 

same women that it is very dangerous.  What is the right thing to do? What is the better course of action?  

Oh, to have absolute certainty!  Absolute certainty is a very rare commodity. 

This weekend’s Gospel sees Luke putting everything down in plain sight so that there can be no confusion 

for his readers.  The author of Luke’s Gospel is also credited with the Acts of the Apostles.  Both books are 

addressed to ‘Theophilus’ which translates as someone who is (be)loved by God, or friend of God. We are 

all ‘Theophilus’.  From the outset he wants his readers to know that he is a serious historian.  So, today’s 

passage begins: In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judaea,….the word of God came to John, son of Zechariah.  He wants his reader to be in no doubt.  He sets 

the episode in an identifiable, and verifiable time frame.  There is to be no confusion as to the date or the 

location.   Where John the evangelist tells us that Jesus is the Word made flesh, Luke tells us that the word 

of God came to John, son of Zechariah.  In an age when the word of almost everyone else is questioned, 

when it is difficult to know the truth about anything, we treasure and value the Word of God.  That same 

Word of God tells me that I am created in love through the miraculous cooperation between my parents and 

the God of creation, He calls me by name, He knows my hopes and my fears, He will never abandon me, 

and He is the one Word I can trust completely.  To paraphrase the meditation of Cardinal Newman that I 

quote so often:  God has created me for a definite purpose, He has not created me for naught….He knows 

what He is about…Therefore, I will trust Him.  Once we can absorb this truth into every fibre of our being, 

every breath we take, every act of love that we share, then we realise just how immense the wealth we have 

been given.  Money may make us rich but trust in God makes us wealthy, because trust takes us deep into 

His bosom.  Think of the new-born child resting on his parents’ chest, being lulled and reassured by the 

rhythmic rising and fall of that chest, now think of yourself in the arms of God……. 
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FINDING THE HIDDEN TREASURE by Benignus O’Rourke 
 

Chapter 47 – Totally Transformed 

When we want to gauge where we are heading in the spiritual 

journey, mostly we look at our moral lives. We expect to become 

better people and look to see if we are becoming more kind, more 

patient, less self-indulgent. If we do not see any improvements, we 

feel we are making no progress through out silent prayer.  

 

But often we look for results in the wrong place. We expect to be 

morally or spiritually improved. But the results of spending time 

with the Lord have more to do with love and service to others than 

interior decoration. When you are discouraged by your weaknesses, remember that God is trying to draw 

you to him to give rest for your restless heart. That is his first concern. The moral improvements will 

come from knowing our true selves, from seeing the beauty of our inner selves.  

 

The work of silent prayer is to allow the healing touch of God to transform us at the level from which 

life itself flows. That is the centre of our being.  

 

Writing about his months of silence in the Sahara desert in Meditations on the Sand, Alessandro 

Pronzato (an Italian catholic priest and writer) tells us how wrong his expectations were of what he 

would find. ‘For a long time, I believed that prayer was a kind of spiritual aesthetics equivalent to 

psychotherapy or plastic surgery. I had hoped to come out of it with a smattering of contemplation, a 

sampling of fine sentiments and a dabbing of supernatural grace. I would emerge from the experience, I 

thought, slightly more humble, obedient, chaste, responsive, generous.  

 

‘I have since realised that prayer is never a matter of repairing and retouching. If you allow God 

freedom of action in prayer, you can expect to be transformed beyond recognition.’  

 

He realised that his prayer had been nothing but an attempt to protect himself from God. ‘All I wanted 

was that God should just be an interior decorator for my artificial spiritual building. I can now see that 

God has no time for such health and beauty treatment. He does not accept improvement jobs on existing 

spiritual constructions. Instead, he works with the raw materials themselves.’ Pronzato warns us not to 

expect to see a person scrubbed and perfumed and toned up with celestial vitamins emerging from the 

experience of prayer. On the contrary, he says, we must be prepared to be totally transformed. ‘To 

accept the dynamism of prayer is to risk becoming unrecognisable. Which is the only way to be 

recognised by God.’  

 

Augustine suggests: ‘Imagine that God wants to fill you up with honey. But if you are already full of 

vinegar, where will you put the honey? The heart must be emptied and washed out, made clean and 

scoured, hard work though it may be, so that it be made ready for something else, whatever it may be.’ 
 

          

 

 

 

 … to end with a laugh … 

 

 


