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If you are visiting, are new to the area, or just live here, you are  

most welcome in our sister parishes. Please make yourself known to  

Fr Jock either in person after the Mass, by email or on the phone  

and ask for details of how to register on the parishes’ roll. 
 
 

Twenty-eighth Sunday of the Year  
10 October 2021 

Wisdom 7:7-11;          Hebrews 4:12-13;           Mark 10:17-30; 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                           (An orthodox inspired modern painting from a free church in Turners Hill, West Sussex) 
 

‘Go and sell everything you own and give the money to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven’ 

 

Friday 15 October is the sixth anniversary of Mgr James Rae, parish priest of St 
John’s from 1980 till 2013. We give thanks for his humanity and his priesthood.  

THE PARISHES OF ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST AND ST MARY MAGDALENE 
 

35 Brighton Place, Edinburgh EH15 1LL               Bingham Avenue, Edinburgh EH15 3HY 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Jock Dalrymple:             0131 669 5447 

Deacon – Revd Eddie White:  07986 015772 
 

  Pastoral Team: Alice Codling, Jennifer Morris, and Chris Vinestock 

Shared Parish House: 3 Sandford Gardens, EH15 1LP 

Administrator: Enrico Fertini  

(Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 10am to 3pm & Friday 11am-4pm) 

Web address: www.stjohnsportobello.co.uk              Web address: www.stmarymagdalenes.co.uk 

Joint Facebook page:  http://www.facebook.com/StJohnsandStMaryMagdalenes 

Joint e-mail address for our sister parishes:  stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes@gmail.com 
 

https://goo.gl/maps/knyyrDBGnxA9E8877
https://goo.gl/maps/sK9NmmtJxapzj9rR8
https://goo.gl/maps/MpZ7fVfo4UH4HMhD7
https://www.stjohnsportobello.co.uk/
http://www.stmarymagdalenes.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/StJohnsandStMaryMagdalenes
mailto:stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes@gmail.com


2 
 
 

 

 This Week 
Saturday 9 October 

10.45am – St John’s Hall – Parishes’ Marriage Preparation Course 

6.30pm – St John’s – Vigil Mass - livestreamed 
 

Sunday 10 October 

9.30am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 

   11.00am – Prayer Room – Mass – pre-recorded, streamed on YouTube  

   11.15am – St Mary Magdalene’s – Mass with Baptism of Harrison Wedgwood 

 

Monday 11 October 

10.00a – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 

7-8.15pm – Zoom Meeting – Gospel Sharing and Reflection – Open to All  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85960819929?pwd=S01nNGdnTnpVRE5UU1IzcGI3QndUZz09 

 

Tuesday 12 October   

5.30pm – St John’s Hall – Parishes’ Christmas Fayre Meeting 

7.00pm – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 
 

Wednesday 13 October –  

10.00am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 

10.45am – Parish House – Meeting to look at introduction of On-Line Night Prayer. 
 

Thursday 14 October 

9.15pm – St Mary Magdalene’s – Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am – St Mary Magdalene’s – Mass – livestreamed 
 

Friday 15 October 

9.15pm – St John’s – Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am – St John’s – Mass– livestreamed 

10.30am (straight after Mass) – St John’s - Rosary at Our Lady’s Altar 
 

Saturday 16 October 

6.30pm – St John’s – Vigil Mass - livestreamed 
 

Sunday 17 October 

9.30am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 

   11.00am – Prayer Room – Mass – pre-recorded, streamed on YouTube  

   11.15am – St Mary Magdalene’s – Mass  
 

From Archbishop Leo’s Weekly ‘Ad Clerum’   
 

Synod Mass - Archbishop Leo will mark the beginning of the 2021-2023 synodal process 

with the celebration of Mass at 3pm next Sunday, 17 October, at St Mary’s Cathedral, 

Edinburgh. All are welcome to come and pray for the success of the Synod journey. Find 

out more about the Synod at www.synod.va 
 

Safeguarding - The Catholic Church in Scotland is creating a new safeguarding agency. The 

Scottish Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency (SCSSA) will operate entirely independently 

of the Church. Find out more at www.bcos.org.uk 

 

White Mass - A White Mass for doctors, nurses and all healthcare workers in Scotland in 

gratitude for their service throughout the Covid pandemic takes place at St Mary’s Cathedral, 

Edinburgh, at midday on Sunday 17 October. All welcome. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85960819929?pwd=S01nNGdnTnpVRE5UU1IzcGI3QndUZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85960819929?pwd=S01nNGdnTnpVRE5UU1IzcGI3QndUZz09
http://www.synod.va/
http://www.bcos.org.uk/
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Dementia: Hope on a Difficult Journey - An event for those supporting friends or family with dementia will be 

held at the Gillis Centre, Strathearn Road, Edinburgh, from 2-4pm on Saturday 6 November. A talk will be led 

by Dr Adrian Treloar, and there will be a chance to share experiences before a time of prayer in St Margaret’s 

Chapel, onsite. Light refreshments will be served. The event is organised by the Archdiocesan Marriage & 

Families Commission. Register at bit.ly/DementiaEvent2021 

 

NOTICE BOARD 
 

Laura Salmon, from SCIAF, writes in response to our donation for the Haiti Emergency Appeal: ‘Thank 

you for your compassionate gift of £303.76, this is a lifeline for those in urgent need of food, water, tents, and 

emergency first aid in Haiti after the devastating earthquake killed thousands of people and injured many more. 

Thanks to your donations, we were able to immediately respond with kindness to those most in needs. Please 

keep the people of Haiti in your prayers.’ 

 

The Return of Pamoja Fashion 

Elizabeth McClory writes: ‘Pamoja Fashion team would like to welcome back all our loyal supporters and 

friends on Saturday the 23rd of October from 10am to 1pm. Our first sale since March 2020, all proceeds go to 

Tanzania. Please do not leave any donations at the back of the church until further notice and wear a face mask.’ 

 
Always be on the lookout 

for the presence of wonder. 
 

EB White – author of Charlotte’s Web 
(with thanks, as so often, to the PJPC e-newsletter) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

https://bit.ly/DementiaEvent2021
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Parish Register 
 

A fond farewell and the promise of our prayers to Clive Davis, a long-time St Mary 
Magdalene’s parishioner, who has moved to a Nursing Home near Oxford to be near 
his son and daughter-in-law.  (His address is Cumnor Hill House, Breeches End, 
Cumnor Hill, Oxford OX2 9FW) 
 
Please pray for those who have 

died recently: 
Rachel Kennedy - Rory Wilson 

Fabian Moonesamy – Finny Paterson  

Arthur Biagi - Billy McPhilipps 

 

 

Please pray for those whose 
anniversaries occur around this 

time: 
Mgr James Rae – Sheila Alexander – Jane 

Petrie - Bridie Hanley – Canon John Ward - 

Michael Connelly - Frank O’Reilly - Mgr 

Tom Connelly - Norman Ritchie – Hugh 

Stone – Agnes Harvey 

Anniversaries: 
St John’s 

Oct.9: Begg Family;  

Oct.10: John Davies (2009); Alice Moran (1973); Kathleen Sharkey (1963); Ralph 

Osmond (1961);  

Oct.11: Sheila Alexander (2020); Juliann Roarty (1994); Thomas Bassi (1982); 

Canon John Ward (1977);  

Oct 12: Elizabeth Craigie (1988); Lucy Boyd; 

Oct.13: Anthony & Leonard Reading (2003); Elizabeth Berry (1978); David Hyde 

(1978); Denis McKay; 

Oct.14: Fay Brown (2014); Mary M Smith (1999); Agnes Docherty (1994); Jean 

Deighan (1990); Norman Ritchie (1973); Hugh Stone (1962); Joseph Bradley; 

Oct.15: Monsignor James Rae (2015); George Gilhooley (1997); Robert Nelson 

(1959); Collins Family;  

St Mary Magdalene’s 

Oct.10: Isobel Banks (2005); Joseph Muir (1998); 

Oct.13: James Harvey (2018); Agnes Harvey (2021) 

Oct.14: Marisa Kerr (2000);  
Please pray for those Parishioners  

who are sick: 

St. John’s:  Fiona Connel, Catherine Walker, John Freeman, 

John Waugh, May Thomson, Sheila and George Service, 

Margaret Campbell, Ann Dobie, Kim O’Neill, Frank Logan, 

Sheelagh Dobson, Ernie Moran, Bob Kelly, Jean Bonnar, Mike 

Iannarelli, Chloe Sutherland, Norah Bruce, Mike and Patricia 

Lawler, Ruth Viso, Mary Grady, Pauli Walker,  Anna Butler, 

May Flynn, Vincent Knowles, John Cregan, young Saoirse 

Golden, John Whyte, Frances Cunningham, David Reid, 

Charlotte McGregor, Betty Dougal, Anne Thomson, Eileen 

Brown, Mike Noonan, Sarah McManus, Mike Burns, Sr 

Jennifer Lindsay, Maureen Low, Mary Slight, Rose Thornton, 

Kitty Dykes, Norman Telfer, Alf  MacNamara, Maureen 

Lawrie, Kathie Gallagher, Erin Corbett, Roz Byers, Marie 

Angela Crolla and Lorraine Syme.  

  

St Mary Magdalene’s: 

Sam Burns, Mary Cole, Denis Davidson, Chris English, 

Jacqueline Marinello, Andrew Farmer, Ray Donnelly, Clive 

Davis, Isobel Phillips, Margaret Duffy, Maria Scott Jnr, Louise 

Gorman, Ann Dockrell, John Newall, Michael McPhillips, 

Bridget Malone, Charles Malcolm, Margaret Ryan, Jacqueline 

Hannan, Julie Keegan, Rose McKay, Laurie Wallace, Annie 

Watson, David O’Donnell, Andrew Banks, Jude Ferguson, and 

Mary and James Muir.  

Please pray for sick friends and relatives of our 

Parishioners: 

Tom Sutcliffe, Nan Doig, Ant Ridge, Garrett French, 

Bernadette Stone, Claire Johnston, Bruno Massaro, Emma 

Bromet, Mary Murphy, Elizabeth, Baby Percy Keiran 

McShane, Colin Sandham, Finny Paterson, Drew Shiels, 

Lewis White, Baby Alfie McDevitt, Elizabeth and Gordon 

Marron, Una Johnston, Dawn Clarke, William Kinsley, 

Katie Mc Anenny, John Kellagher, Murdo Tait, Niamh 

McDougall, Joy Allan, Colin Raasch,  Annie Ross, 

Christopher MacKinnon, Audrey Burgess, Jaroslav Icina, 

Annabelle Cervantes, Emily Buchanan, Ann Thorp,  baby 

Josh Simpson, Helen McCann, Rhoda Tumboli, Dani 

Miniette,, Peter Millar, Leo Stone, Sr May Lewis, Joan 

Murray Hamilton, Sr Margaret Mary, Jean Nelson, 

Margaret Anne Marton, Betty Blyth, Lauren Fitzpatrick, Fr 

Christy Fox, Joe Greenan, Michael Igoe, Robert Shaw, 

baby Kinsley McMillan, John Walsh, Margaret and Victoria 

Roddam, John Williams, Clare Richardson, Karen MacKay, 

Laura Anderson, Gloria Crolla, Richard Reid, James 

O’Rourke, Tommy Muir, Janice Todd, James Shepherd, 

Peter Hanley, Jennifer Kay,  Ranier Carpo, Marie Baird, 

Andrew Franklin, Frank Palmer, Paul Henderson, Ellen 

Green, Andrew Preston, Jamie Mitchell, Eunice 

Macdonald, Peter Bromley, Kathleen Cawley, Misia Jack, 

Hannah Muldoon, Edward Caulfield, Igor Rekowski, Diana 

Hibbert, Joan Brooks, Mary Turnbull, Stuart Falconer, and 

young Ray Donovan Syme 
 

Offertory Collections – 3 October 2021 

 

 
St Mary Magdalene St John the Evangelist 

£195.70 total including Offertory 

of £129.70 and Gift Aid of £66.00 

£ 1273.24 total including Offertory of £230.84, 

Gift Aid of £252.40 and £790.00 Online Donations 
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Fr Jock writes: ‘Next Sunday, in every diocese all over the world, the Church – at the request of 

Pope Francis – begins something very new for us all, entitled a ‘Synodal Process’, which will 

culminate in a Synod of Bishops in Rome in 2023.  In our diocese Archbishop Leo will mark this 

occasion by celebrating a Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral at 3pm to which all are invited.  The article 

below – from a recent edition of The Tablet and focusing on the Archdiocese of Westminster – 

explains very well what is and will be involved. Our plans, in the diocese and in our two parishes, 

will be announced in the coming weeks…’ 

Two New/Resurrected Catholic Papers – Post- Pandemic…. 
 

THE SCOTTISH CATHOLIC 
Ian Dunn, the Managing Editor, writes: ‘I am delighted to tell you that the Scottish Catholic magazine, Scotland’s new national 

Catholic publication, will launch on Friday, October 15th, and will be in parishes that weekend.   

It will come out every two weeks and be priced at £2 an edition but that first one is free to let people see what we're about. 

The feedback we’ve received for the sample edition was overwhelmingly positive, and we have been very struck by the hunger 

there is for an independent and authentically Catholic news source in Scotland. We’re excited by how the first few editions are 

shaping up. The Pope is coming, numbers at Mass are rising and we will be telling stories you haven’t heard before, about what it 

means to be a Catholic in Scotland now.  
 

UNIVERSE CATHOLIC WEEKLY 
‘Cardinal Nichols is proud to be the first subscriber to the new online Universe Catholic Weekly. The 22 English and Welsh 

Catholic Bishops are also strongly supporting the Universe Catholic Weekly. Are you? 

This online replacement for the Catholic Universe newspaper is as topical, controversial and stimulating as the paper which 

served our faith for 160 years. Anybody can get it for £20 a quarter (13 copies) by going to  

https://universecatholicweekly.co.uk/subscribe 

https://universecatholicweekly.cmail19.com/t/d-l-ayuiukt-tiwkdjkuu-y/
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A REFLECTION ON THIS SUNDAY’S GOSPEL - Mark 10:17-30 
 

(The author of this reflection lives in Northumberland) 

 

You will no doubt be aware that a Party Conference took place in Manchester this week.  In the middle of that 

conference, the decision to remove £20 per week from the poorest members of society went ahead – and those 

who cried that they would struggle to make ends meet were told that the way out of poverty is to retrain for a 

higher skilled, better paid job.  At the conference, donors to the Party were invited to a celebratory dinner 

when, in return for a donation of £4000, they could be sat at a table with a cabinet minister. At the end of the 

conference, a knight of the Realm, who also happens to be a Member of Parliament, called for a pay rise for 

MPs pointing out that, for many, living on £81,000 per annum was a struggle.  Perhaps, one solution for the 

MP’s plight, might be to retrain for a higher skilled, better paid job.  Reading this sort of information can 

leave some feeling angry, some might agree with the central thrust of the ideology, and this points to a 

fundamental understanding to what we mean by original sin.  Wealth and power will always distort our 

perception of the facts around us.  They are both addictive.  The more we have of either, the more we want. 

Wealth always clouds our morality and judgement. 
 

If not all of us were thrilled with what I have described above, then we definitely will all have been grateful 

and excited to learn that it appears that, after more than 50 years, scientists have been able to perfect an anti-

malaria vaccine.  It’s a cause for thought that a vaccine protecting the richest third of the world can be 

perfected inside 8 months but one for the poorest two-thirds of the world’s population took 50 years.  The 

Director General of the World Health Organisation, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, told us this week:  "This 

is a vaccine developed in Africa by African scientists, and we're very proud". Might a vaccine have been 

found earlier if the same budget had been given to those scientists as it was the scientists in this country?  I 

wonder, too, if we will see the same sort of anti-vax movement gaining traction and support in Nairobi. Time 

will tell, I suppose, but I have severe doubts that a vaccine that protects against a disease that has blighted 

millions for decades will meet with much resistance 
 

This week we meet a man who is running to meet Jesus.  Note, the urgency.  He may have been wealthy and 

influential but perhaps to his chagrin, his name is lost forever to history. Mark refers to him merely, as a man. 

Lazarus, on the other hand, has been known throughout history ever since he sat begging at the gates of 

another rich man.  Today, the nameless man we encounter is in a hurry.  I wonder what lay behind his haste.  

Did he have a 30-minute window in his diary; did he need to be done with Jesus quickly so that he could 

move on to seal a deal or buy some property perhaps?  Was there money to be earned.  Why does Mark tell us 

that the man is running, why this detail?   The more I take apart the words of the Gospel, the more exciting the 

journey becomes.   Back to our anonymous rich man: he needs to know that Jesus will give him his blessing.   

He has tremendous wealth, now he needs the affirmation that only Jesus can give.  He already enjoys status; 

he has his fine clothes.  He is instantly recognizable and no doubt whenever he threw a few denarii towards a 

beggar, people noticed.  His wealth gave an over-inflated view of self.  Not only did he have an overwhelming 

sense of righteousness, but he also assumed that it would be a mere formality to win Jesus’ approbation.    

Jesus will have none of it.  There is one thing you lack: go and sell everything you own and give the money to 

the poor.  Mark tells us that the man’s face fell at these words, and he went away sad, for he was a man of 

great wealth.   

 

It’s important to note that Jesus is not saying that poverty is a good thing.  He is saying that wealth is a bad 

thing if it goes no further than our own circle of existence. Money distracts us and prevents us from coming 

closer to God.  Today, the Gospel passage poses a simple question.  How healthy is our relationship with 

wealth, power and status?  Does it cause us to look inwards or outwards?  I have never understood why a 

Billionaire needs another billion.  Will he only find fulfillment when he is referred to as a multi-billionaire?  I 

can turn the spotlight on myself.  Why do I amass so much ‘stuff’?  Does it make me feel more secure?  Why 

is Jesus not enough?  I know I have bills to pay, I know I need to have an emergency fund – but the reality is 

that in this country, the 6th largest economy in the world, there are millions to whom an emergency fund is but 

a dream. 
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FINDING THE HIDDEN TREASURE by Benignus O’Rourke 

Chapter 39 - Buried Hurt 

 

In the silence we may become aware of 

how much we feel, in some way or other, 

we are ‘victims’.  

Of course, we have all in some way been 

the victims of other people’s anger, of their 

selfishness, of their ignorance. We may feel 

that schoolfriends, teachers or colleagues, 

or possibly our families have done us harm, 

have destroyed our confidence. Buried 

hurts may have lain in our hearts 

unattended for years. They rise to the surface when we are quiet.  

 

So, in our prayer we may become aware of having suffered injustice. And we are upset about it. That 

is the first stage. The second is working with the feelings that come out of that awareness - our 

anger, our desire to get even, our resentment, our withdrawal, our coldness.  

 

When we examine the past, we tend to find scapegoats and blame others for our problems. But as we 

learn to sit in the Lord’s presence, we face these hurts and begin to discover how to leave the past in 

God’s hands. Instead of blaming, we learn in the silence to accept the past with all its brokenness. 

We accept ourselves, our situation, all our confusion, dislocation and damage. We submit it quietly, 

and with compassion for ourselves, to the Lord. And we hear him say, ‘Do not be afraid. I am with 

you.’  

 

In the silence we also begin to see not only how we have been victims and how this has determined 

our thinking and our actions but, more importantly, we start to see how we have sacrificed or 

manipulated others.  

 

And when our sorrow begins to be as great for what we have done to others as for what has been 

done to us, then our prayer is deepening. We cannot wipe out the past, but we will try to atone for 

what we have done.  

 

Becoming aware of our feelings is not an opening for self-criticism, or an invitation to introspection 

or to brooding over the past. What we find ourselves being led into is a sincere regret for past 

failings. But the focus of our thoughts is more and more on the sufferings of others. When our 

attention is focused on our own sorrows, often we are unable to respond to the suffering of others. 

But in the quietness, we begin to see that we have a choice about how we relate to them.  

 

One of the characters in a George Eliot novel sums up his ambition in life with words that could be 

useful for all of us. He says: ‘I will try to make life less bitter for a few within my reach.’  

 

We can start to ease the suffering of those closest to us when we move out of our bitter thoughts 

about the past and just begin to be here with the present moment, the present reality and its 

opportunities. 
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