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Third Sunday of Easter – 1 May 2022
Jesus called out [from the shore]:
“Have you caught anything,
friends?”, and when they answered,
“No”, he said: “Throw the net out to
starboard and you’ll find
something”.
So, they dropped the net and there
were so many fish that they could
not haul it.
(John 21:5-6)

On Monday (2 May), we celebrate our Monthly Healing Mass – with the Sacrament of
Anointing - at 2.30pm at St John’s. All most welcome…
Next Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday – and the World Day of Prayer for Vocations to the
Priesthood and Religious Life – with a second collection for the Ecclesiastical Students Fund.
We Continue to pray for Peace – ‘Dear Lord, please grant the people of Ukraine, Russia and
Belarus, Your Peace, Your Justice, Your Reconciliation, Your Forgiveness, Your Love. Amen.’
This Eastertide is celebrated in a time of conflict and confusion, a time of war in Europe that
may make us ask the question “Where are you Lord?”
“We look around….and see a world in need.
May we be quiet a moment….and listen to you.
May we be still a while……and hear you.
May we be patient…..and wait for you.
May we watch at dawn….and seek you.

Rabboni,
we did not trust you
we did not understand
we thought it was over.
‘No, my people, it has just begun’”
(Chris McDonnell)
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A FILM NIGHT FOCUSING ON REFUGEES (with proceeds to
STEKASkills in Malawi) – ST JOHN’S – 7PM – THIS TUESDAY 3 MAY
Emma Wood writes: ‘We are delighted to be hosting
the first public screening of award-winning filmmaker,
Walid Salhab’s latest short film, The Sea of Hope (already
shortlisted at this year’s Venice Film festival - the
‘Biennale’) as a fundraiser for the charity STEKAskills. It
will be shown along with two of his other multi awardwinning films (each around 7 minutes long) in a film festival
style event with a panel of speakers who will question Walid
about his film/s and comment on the key themes (in
particular the representation of displaced people and
refugees). STEKAskills will also update us on the progress
made by the charity over recent years.
The Sea of Hope focuses on a Middle Eastern refugee father
and son’s dangerous sea journey trying to escape their wartorn country. The film highlights the fears and the peril and
the risks the refugees take just to have a chance of a semi
normal life. https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/661266501
It is a 2D animation and we will also showcase the work of the artist who has contributed to the
film Cristiana Messina https://cristianamessina.com/ who will demonstrate how to make animations
during the 30-minute interval.
Tickets - £10 - are limited but can be purchased both in St John’s and St Mary Magdalene’s after
Mass this weekend or via Eventbrite
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/award-winning-filmmaker-screens-new-short-refugee-film-with-expertpanel-tickets-317627942727

Our Next Synodality Steps – and a date for your diary – SUNDAY 15 MAY
Donald Scott writes: ‘We now have a wealth of ideas, reflections and heartfelt responses as a result of
the tremendous engagement in the synod process from both parishes. This came in different forms
including the 268 questionnaires that folk completed on paper or online, and the post-it notes filled in at
the 11 synodality meetings. We also have comments from friends in other churches in Portobello as well
as the results of a questionnaire to senior pupils at Holyrood High School.
What is the next step?
Pope Francis has emphasised the contribution of all members of the Church in shaping our direction in
the future. We want to continue that emphasis as we reflect on the significance for our life locally of
what has come to the surface so far – this is about the whole community’s engagement.
On Sunday 15 May we have booked the St John’s church hall for a 2-Parish Event from 7 to 9.30 pm.
All the material from questionnaires and meetings will be on display in the hall, along with information
about what is already going on in the parishes. The event will be organised so that people are able to
look at and absorb the range of thoughts, feelings, hopes and visions that have been expressed. We will
give time to reflection, listening and sharing in small groups along with prayerful silence. By the end of
the evening, we hope that together we will have ‘discerned’ a way forward for our parishes as we look
to the future. And by then we will deserve the refreshments/synodal party that will wind up the event!
The experience so far has confirmed that everyone has something important to say. Please do plan
to be with us on 15 May.’
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Sung version of The Lord’s Prayer/Our Father
Jeremy Thorp writes: “At the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday at St John's, we will be singing a new ‘Our
Father’ in place of the well-known and trusted version by Julian Wiener that we have sung for many
years. This version comes from the University of Notre Dame Folk Choir, in Illinois USA. We hope that
you will find it straightforward and easy to pick up after a few weeks. For those interested, you can hear
it on this YouTube, that’s the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmydHr4OEP0”
READING AT MASS – we are looking for new readers at all our Masses but in particular at the
6.30pm Saturday Vigil Mass – if anyone would like to enquire further, please make contact with Fr
Jock.

We’re also looking… for people willing to help with LIVESTREAMING
Deacon Eddie writes: ‘In recent weeks we have had technical issues (through having to use a laptop that was
already deemed as “old” 2 years ago). Livestreaming was borne out of necessity and yet has offered some very
fruitful interactions with our local and wider community. The concerns of some, across the world, that
livestreaming would mean people would never return to the Church has proven not to be the case. Instead, we see
more housebound parishioners – and many others, here and from much further afield - being able to engage with
Mass daily and also with the Stations of the Cross, Benediction and other Prayer Services. For this reason, we are
keen to keep offering Livestreams whenever we can…..
However, this requires a bigger team to be prepared to offer these experiences to all those who need it. Three of
our very generous squad, Jayden, Ashkin and Fergus, are all in High School and so they are all at school during
the day – as am I – and the rest of the team have jobs as well, meaning weekday Masses are very much in need of
extra support.
We do sometimes get online comments about sound quality etc – all we would wish people to know is that we
are all doing our best and often dealing with difficulties beyond our control.
We, therefore, are in need of 2 different types of help:
•

We are in need of one or two people who would be willing to set up the equipment in the morning
before Mass and set it streaming (ie plug in 2 USB plugs and open up the one software program) and
point the camera in the correct location.

•

To make this more manageable and less unpredictable, we have now purchased two new laptops (one for each
parish) which will enable us to provide more reliable streaming for the next few years too. If anyone is in a
position to help with a donation towards these, it would be gratefully received too.

…and if you would like to discuss how you might possibly help, do feel free to email me ewhite@outlook.com
or call me on 07986015772. Thank you….’

THIS WEEK
Saturday 30 April -6.30pm – St John’s – Vigil Mass - livestreamed
Sunday 1 May – THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
9.30am – St John’s – P4 Do This in Memory of Me Children’s Mass – livestreamed
11.15am – St John’s – Baptism of Georgia Pacitti (Deacon Eddie)
11.15am – St Mary Magdalene’s – P3 Children’s Mass
Monday 2 May
2.30pm - St John’s – Healing Mass – livestreamed
7.00pm - 8.15pm – Zoom – Gospel sharing, just click below for a gentle chat on this Sunday’s readings:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83843736042?pwd=ZXBwNkU4eWlQd0VLMDUwMVRwVkpHQT09
Tuesday 3 May – FEAST OF ST PHILIP AND ST JAMES
9.30am [NB CHANGE OF TIME]– St John’s – Mass - livestreamed
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7.00pm – St John’s Church – A FILM EVENING FOCUSING ON REFUGEES - in aid of STEKASkills
8.00 pm – Parish House – RCIA Meeting
Wednesday 4 May - 10.00am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed
Thursday 5 May
10am – St Mary Magdalene’s – Mass – livestreamed
12 midday – St Margaret Mary Church, 8 Boswall Parkway, Granton – Requiem Mass for Fr John Morrison
7.30pm - Parish House Meeting Room – Baptism Preparation Group II
Friday 6 May - 10.00am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed
Saturday 7 May
9.30am-1.30pm – St John’s Hall – Pamoja Fashion Sale
12.30pm – St John’s – Baptism of Harmony Hooper
6.30pm – St John’s – Vigil Mass - livestreamed
Sunday 8 May – FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
9.30am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed
11.15am – St Mary Magdalene’s – Mass

NOTICEBOARD
Maria Igoe writes: ‘To celebrate the Centenary of the Legion of Mary, there will be a
"Thanksgiving Day" at Carfin Grotto on Sunday 29 May. All who have been active or auxiliary
members or who have supported the Legion over the years will be very welcome. There will be Mass,
celebrated at 3pm, followed by a Rosary Procession and Benediction. It is hoped to leave St John's at 12
noon to allow for lunch at Carfin and time to look around the grounds. If you would like to go please
contact me on 07981333219.’
The April Charity Coffee Morning raised £150 for "Aid to the Church in Need". Thank you to all who
donated. The May Coffee Morning will be held on Monday 23rd May after the 10am Mass in St
John's Hall. Donations will be given to "Sightsavers". Please come along.

School Crossing Guide Vacancy
Mark Burgess, St John’s Primary Depute Head, writes: ‘St John's Primary School currently has a
vacancy for a School Crossing Guide on the myjobscotland website (www.myjobscotland.gov.uk). Our
children and parents are very keen to have the support of a guide on Duddingston Road in the morning
and afternoon. The closing date for applications is 6th May and the post reference number on my job
Scotland is EDN19711. As a shortcut to the vacancy, candidates can put School Crossing Patrol into the
key words box on the website and this will bring up only school crossing vacancies. If you feel this is
something you might find rewarding during term time, please apply online!’

The Universe Catholic Weekly ‘is thrilled to announce that they have launched our new online
newspaper with the full support of their first subscriber - none other than His Eminence Cardinal
Vincent Nichols. Order your Digital (downloaded onto your mobile or tablet) - 4 weeks FREE trial
supply (and then just only £20 quarterly) by calling Michelle on 07436617650 or email:
michelle.jones@universecatholicweekly.co.uk’
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From Archbishop Leo’s Weekly ‘Ad Clerum’
SCIAF Ukraine Appeal- As well as your prayers, please consider supporting SCIAF’s emergency appeal for
Ukraine, if you are able. Donations can be made at https://www.sciaf.org.uk/ To find out how the Catholic
Church is helping those in Ukraine see https://www.caritas.org/
African & Caribbean Mass - This monthly Mass takes place at 1pm on Sunday 1 May in St Patrick’s,
Cowgate, Edinburgh. All welcome!
Mass for Vocations - The monthly Mass for Vocations takes place at 6:30pm on Monday 2 May at
St David’s Church, 41 Eskbank Road, Dalkeith. Please pray that more young people respond to God’s call to
the priesthood and religious life in our Archdiocese.
Event for Married Couples - The Archdiocese is hosting an afternoon retreat for married couples at 3pm
on Sunday 8 May at the Gillis Centre, 100 Strathearn Road, Edinburgh. It will be led by Brian & Maureen
Devine, a Catholic couple from England renowned throughout the UK for hosting inspiring retreats. Register for
this free event at bit.ly/ArchEvenbrite or register by phone at 07833 208 211.
Catholics in health and social care - If you work in health and social care and are interested in learning about
the ethical challenges, register now for Catholics in Health and Social Care. It’s a Zoom event and is ideal for
those who missed the same event which took place recently at the Gillis Centre in Edinburgh. It takes place
11:30am-4:45pm on Saturday 14 May. Register at https://www.stmarys.ac.uk/events/2022/05/catholics-in-healthand-social-care
Wedding Anniversaries - Archbishop Leo will celebrate a Mass for Married & Engaged Couples on
Wednesday 18 May at 7pm at St Mary’s Cathedral in Edinburgh. All married and engaged couples are welcome
on the night but if you are celebrating a significant anniversary this year, or know couples who are, the
Archbishop would like to send a personal invitation. Please submit names, address and number of years being
celebrated to Fr Jeremy Milne: vemarriage@staned.org.ukor at 0131 334 1693.
Open Evening (online) - MA in Applied Catholic Theology - The MA in Applied Catholic Theology is being
offered by St Mary’s University in partnership with the Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh, at the Gillis
Centre in Edinburgh, beginning in September. The course provides a thorough grounding in key aspects of
Catholic theology and develops the key skills to apply that theology to the challenges and opportunities of the
contemporary world. Teaching is flexible and the programme is suitable for graduates of most academic
disciplines. Find out more at the online Open Evening on Tuesday 17 May, 6-7pm. Register
at bit.ly/smu_openevening
Safeguarding vacancies - The Scottish Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency is looking to appoint a Director
of Safeguarding and a Head of Safeguarding Training. Details
at https://www.scsafeguarding.org.uk/News/Vacancies

LAUGHTER – The Soul’s Medicine
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A Statement from Justice and Peace Scotland on the UK government
‘Refugee Offshoring’ (to Rwanda…) Policy Announcement
The following statement is a response to the UK government's announcement that they plan to
use offshoring facilities in Rwanda for the processing of asylum claims for those deemed to have
entered the UK illegally.
‘The Home Secretary has updated Parliament on the UK – Rwanda Memorandum of
Understanding which was widely reported and signed over Easter.
Before Christmas Pope Francis reminded us Jesus solemnly tells us that He is present in the
stranger, in the refugee, in those who are naked and hungry, and He is offended when we
abandon them to indifference.
We share the concerns expressed by the UNHCR and across the faith and civic sectors that the
UK government’s plans to refuse to consider claims for asylum, and to transport asylum seekers
to Rwanda break both international and UK law. We share the concerns expressed about the
human rights situation in Rwanda, which for all its qualities, there remain serious concerns
about.
As Pope Francis tells us; Let us stop ignoring reality, stop constantly shifting responsibility, stop
passing off the issue of migration to others, as if it mattered to no one and was only a pointless
burden to be shouldered by somebody else!’

Christian Aid Appeal
2022 Christian Aid Sale at St Andrew’s and St George’s West
The 2022 Christian Aid Sale runs Saturday 14 May and Monday 16 May –
Friday 20 May.
You can donate items to the sale at the church from Monday 2 May to
Wednesday 11 May every day except Sunday 8 May.
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A REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL FOR THE THIRD
SUNDAY OF EASTER - JOHN 21:1-19
How many times have we been warned: The devil is in the detail? We ignore detail at our peril – though I
have never met anyone yet who conscientiously reads all the conditions before clicking the box that says: ‘I
have read and accept the conditions?’ Apple are possibly one of the worst offenders. So desperate are we
for the nice shiny new iPhone, that we click ‘accept’ whilst paying scant attention to the 13 pages of
conditions, and often oblivious to the simple truth Apple will ‘own’ much of our personal data. We just
want the new phone! The same will most likely be true for our online energy account, our online banking
access and so on. One thing is certain, the details won’t be there for our benefit! The devil is in the detail.
There are other ‘details’ that are there for our pleasure and development – the brushwork of a fine painting
by one of the Masters, a piece of prose.
I caught this morning, morning’s minion, kingdom of daylight’s dauphin; dapple-dawn-drawn falcon in his
riding of the rolling level underneath him, steady air, and striding. High there, how he rung upon the rein of
a wimpling-wind. My expression of; ‘Isn’t it a beautiful morning?’ pales nakedly against the words of
Gerard Manley Hopkins. I had to learn this piece at School – and how I hated the exacting teacher who
insisted on the correct rhythm and intonation, as well as the correct words. But, I so appreciate his insistence
now. Some detail is reassuring. These last few nights in the UK have seen very clear skies and some
spectacular sunsets. I could say: ‘Have you seen the sunrise - it is absolutely stunning’ or, ‘Tonight, I bask
in the glory that sunset is the opening overture to the opera of the night sky.’ (Mehmet Murat Ildan). Detail
can be enriching.
This weekend’s Gospel passage is so rich in symbolism and meaning, and it is rich in detail. Some of this
detail can pass us by, if we are not paying attention to the ‘small print’. We can lose ourselves completely
and make it a real focus for our prayer this week. We are told that the net was full to breaking point. John
suggests that someone had counted the size of the haul for we are told that there are 153 fish. Why count –
and why repeat the figure. - why this number? John wrote his Gospel after the fall of Jerusalem and after the
destruction of the Temple. His audience was steeped in the Old Testament. They will have known that the
construction of the Temple, during the reign of King Solomon, had involved a workforce of 153,000. If
John had said there was 153000 fish no one would have believed him. For the people of the Old Testament,
1000 was used to denote a huge figure. The detail would not have been lost on his audience. They would
have heard the figure 153 and they would have remembered that at his trial Jesus had prophesied that he
would destroy the Temple and in three days build it up. After three days in the tomb, he appeared. The
rebuilding was complete. To his audience, the number 153 is completely understandable. Now – I have
another of those weird, if spooky, mathematical facts. If we add 1+2+3+4 right up to 17 we get the answer
153. If we split 153 into 1 and 5 and 3 and cube each figure and add them together, the answer is 153!
Either I have too much time on my hands, or I am totally odd (likely!) or there is a connection between
everything and everyone that points us outside of ourselves, over and over again.
There is another ‘detail’ this weekend. After the miraculous haul, someone shouts ‘It is the Lord’. On
hearing these words: Simon Peter, who had practically nothing on, wrapped his cloak around him and leapt
into the water. Why? It’s not something we would do. If we were called upon to jump into a river to rescue
someone, we would remove any clothing which was likely to hinder our task. So, what is this ‘detail’ about?
Peter will probably have been very proud of his cloak. A cloak didn’t come cheap but was essential in
warding off the chill of the night air, particularly if sitting on the lake trying to catch enough fish to make a
living. Did he take it with him because he was still addicted to worldly possessions? Or did he take it with
him because it represented the baggage of his life? A few days earlier he had denied Jesus three times. The
guilty feelings were still real. In a moment of intense spiritual awakening, he realises so much of what Jesus
had taught him. Everything now made sense, he would no longer need the security of a cloak for protection.
suggested at the beginning of this reflection: The devil is in the detail. When it comes to reading and
absorbing God’s Word, as presented in the Bible, then the only conclusion we can reach is that God is in the
detail.
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Parish Register
Anniversaries:
Please pray for those who have died
recently:
Loretta Ford
Marge Franklin
Margaret Linforth
Please pray for those whose anniversaries
occur around this time:
Graham Nielsen - Anne Brennan
Maureen Henderson - Mollie Brogan
Sr Rosemary Kirkland
Owen Connarty - Charlie Nowosieleski
Bridget McTighe - John Rennie
Martin Gaughan - John Prior snr
Jean Vanier - Diana Albemarle
Ena McCann

St John’s: Apr.29: Iain Wilson (2008); Marion Holligan
(2002); Keith Rostant (2010); Jean Flucker (1995);
Alexander Hunter (1968); May 1: Mollie Brogan (2002);
Catherine Tracy (1992); Owen Connarty (1973); Patrick
Taylor (1952); May 2: Anne Brennan (2014); Alexander
Wallace (2010); Joseph Cunningham (1991); Alexander
Durkin (1940); Marjory Gilchrist; May 3: Glenda Wood
(1999); Annie Czaba (1995); Sarah Boyle; May 4: Charlie
Nowosielski (2020); Henry Stuart Mackersy (1994); John
McElroy (1987); Peter Moran (1985); May 5: Kevin Flynn;
May 6: David M Metcalfe (2006); Theresa Henderson
(1995); Edward Hanlon; May 7: William Hobb (2020);
Veronica Mackenzie (2015); Lorna Demarco (1971); James
H McGrory (1957); Mary Macnamara; Bridget Murray; May
8: Bridget McTighe (2018); John Rennie (2011); Jim Ponton
(1986); John Kane (1949); Mary Taylor; May 9: Rosanna
O’Neill (1970); Bruno Nicora (1932);
St Mary Magdalene’s: Apr.29: George Cockburn (1995);
May 1: John Spence (1995); May 3: Alister Gilmour (1996);
Ellen Keenan (1983); May 5: Joseph Roberton (1998); May
6: Bridget Dowie (1968); May 7: William McPhillips
(1998); Margaret Hanlon (1994); May 8: Martin Gaughan
(1998); Thomas Murphy (1968);

Please pray for those Parishioners
who are sick:

Please pray for sick friends and
relatives of our Parishioners:

St. John’s: Mike and Maria Noonan, Baby Archie Williams,
John Whyte, Maureen Lawrie, Susan Cammack, Maria Pacitti,
Kim O’Neill, Sheila Service, Frances Connelly, Fiona Connel,
Inge Downey, John Freeman, May Thomson, Ann Dobie, Frank
Logan, Sheelagh Dobson, Ernie Moran, Bob Kelly, Jean Bonar,
Chloe Sutherland, Norah Bruce, Mike and Patricia Lawler, Ruth
Viso, Mary Grady, Pauli Walker, Anna Butler, May Flynn,
Vincent Knowles, John Cregan, young Saoirse Golden, Frances
Cunningham, David Reid, Charlotte McGregor, Betty Dougal,
Anne Thomson, Sarah McManus, Mike Burns, Sr Jennifer
Lindsay, Maureen Low, Mary Slight, Rose Thornton, Kitty
Dykes, Norman Telfer, Kathie Gallagher, Erin Corbett, Roz
Byers, Marie Angela Crolla and Lorraine Syme.
St Mary Magdalene’s:
Mary McGovern (jnr), Ray Donnelly, Carolynne McCann,
Maureen Forsyth, Tom Bauld, Sam Burns, Jacqueline Marinello,
Sandra Watt, Mary Cole, Chris English, Andrew Farmer, Clive
Davis, Isobel Phillips, Margaret Duffy, Maria Scott Jnr, Louise
Gorman, Ann Dockrell, Michael McPhillips, Bridget Malone,
Charles Malcolm, Margaret Ryan, Jacqueline Hannan, Julie
Keegan, Rose McKay, Laurie Wallace, Annie Watson, David
O’Donnell, Andrew Banks, Jude Ferguson, and Mary and James
Muir.

Charlotte O’Brien, Gwen Cullimore, Len Kirkland, Anne-Marie
Pymont, John Francis Harwood-Stevenson, Jaroslav Icina,
Young Martha Moyes (aged 5), Bill Henderson, Kit
McCormick, Anne Rose, Jennifer Kay, Margaret Troupe, Anne
Lauder, Seval Kazimoglu, Veronica Telfer, Ann Watt (Mgr
Rae’s sister) Jan Meise, Margaret Thompson, Melanie Ford,
Mary Taygarth, young Niamh McDougall, Bridget Bonner,
Roger Bromley, Bernard Traynor, Evelyn Tibbs, Helen Briton,
Mary Thomson, Fr Raymond OCSO, Tony Rigg, Jozefine
O’Connell, Robin Butler, Caroline Minto, Henrietta Fraser,
Stuart Falconer, Nan Doig, Claire Johnston, Elizabeth, Baby
Percy Keiran McShane, Colin Sandham, Lewis White, Baby
Alfie McDevitt, Elizabeth and Gordon Marron, Dawn Clarke,
William Kinsley, Katie McAnenny, John Kellagher, Joy Allan,
Colin Raasch, Annie Ross, Christopher MacKinnon, Annabelle
Cervantes, Emily Buchanan, Ann Thorp, baby Josh Simpson,
Dani Miniette, Peter Millar, Sr May Lewis, Joan Murray
Hamilton, Sr Margaret Mary, Jean Nelson, Betty Blyth, Lauren
Fitzpatrick, Michael Igoe, baby Kinsley McMillan, Clare
Richardson, Karen MacKay, Laura Anderson, Richard Reid,
James O’Rourke, Tommy Muir, James Shepherd, Peter Hanley,
Andrew Franklin, Ellen Green, Jamie Mitchell, Eunice
Macdonald, Peter Bromley, Edward Caulfield, Igor Rekowski,
Diana Hibbert, Joan Brooks, Mary Turnbull and young Ray
Donovan Syme.

Offertory 24 April 2022
St Mary Magdalene

St John the Evangelist

£766.12 total including Offertory
of £475.12 and Gift Aid of £291.00

£1517.10 total including Offertory of £318.70, Gift
Aid of £458.40 and online donations of £740.00
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