
John Casson has had the unenviable task of guiding l’Arche forward in the aftermath of the revelations about its 

founder, Jean Vanier. In this recent Tablet interview, he opens up about what continues to inspire him about the 

international organization – with a community here in East Edinburgh - devoted to the care of people with 

learning disabilities. 
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The First Creed 
       (a reflection on the Resurrection by Fr Ronald Rolheiser)  
 

The earliest Christians used to have only a single line to their creed: 
  
"Jesus is Lord." For them, that said enough. It said everything. 
  
It said that at the centre of all things there is a gracious, personal God,  

and that this God is powerful enough and loving enough to underwrite everything.  

Jesus believed this. In the Garden of Gethsemane, when everything was  

crumpling into chaos and darkness and his whole life and message seemed a lie,  

he prayed: "Father, all things are possible for you." 
 

We believe in the Resurrection of Christ, precisely, to the degree that we believe  

we can, in any circumstance of life, say, and mean,  

"Lord, all things are possible for you."  

In the end, this is not a theoretical thing. 
 

Faith in the Resurrection of Jesus is a practical thing, an everyday trust  

and sense that there is a deep anchor that is holding everything together.  

We, for our part, can get on with the business of living, knowing that  

our inadequacies, failings, and even our deaths, are not the final answer. 
 

Faith in the Resurrection is a lived sense that God is still in charge. 
 

"Lord, all things are possible for you." 
 

To be able to say that, especially when everything seems to be 

in contradiction to it, is to truly pray the Creed. 


