Wednesday 11 September 2024

THE YEAR OF PRAYER

@ Set aside 10-15 minutes and create a svitable environment by removing any distractions.

Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present.

The Gospel for Sunday 15" September 2024
PETER'S DECLARATION OF FAITH AND JESUS' REPLY

Jesus and his disciples left for the villages round Caesarea Philippi. On the way he put this
question to his disciples, “Who do people say | am?” And they told him. “John the Baptist;”
they said, “others Elijah; others again, one of the prophets.” “But you,” he asked, “who do you
say | am?” Peter spoke up and said to him, “You are the Christ.” And he gave them strict orders
not to tell anyone about him. And he began to teach them that the Son of Man was destined to
suffer grievously, to be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and to be put
to death, and after three days to rise again; and he said all this quite openly. Then, taking him
aside, Peter started to remonstrate with him. But, turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked
Peter and said to him, “Get behind me, Satan! Because the way you think is not God’s way but
man’s.” He called the people and his disciples to him and said, “If anyone wants to be a follower
of mine, let him renounce himself and take up his cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to
save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel,
will save it.”

Taken from Mark 8:27-35 The Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B

After reading the Gospel, did any words stand out? If they did,
ponder or discuss them before proceeding with the reflection.

This is the turning-point of Mark’s gospel. Till now the stories we have heard have all spoken about
ever-increasing wonder and amazement at Jesus’ personality, his goodness and his authority.
But even his closest disciples do not seem to have seen what this means. Then suddenly Peter
comes to the realisation that Jesus is the Messiah, the Anointed of God, for whom everyone was
waiting. However, Peter still does not understand what this implies. Jesus is not a conquering
political hero, who will simply wipe out all opposition by overwhelming force, and make every
path smooth and gentle. Jesus begins to show his disciples that the road to fulfilment is through
suffering. Jesus repeats this prophecy of his suffering, death and resurrection another two times,
and on each occasion the disciples fail to grasp the lesson; first it’s Peter, then the disciples who
are arguing about precedence, and finally the two sons of Zebedee who want the best places
for themselves. So three times Jesus repeats that if you want to follow him you must follow him
to the Cross. Nor are we, later followers of Jesus, any quicker that the first disciples to learn this
lesson if we greet any suffering that comes our way with indignation and evasion.

Why does Jesus rebuke Peter so fiercely?
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Now slowly and prayerfully read the
Gospel once again but this time in
silence. Consider how this Gospel
could apply to your life in general.
Thank God for any insight you may
have received.

Then ask God to bless you with a
spiritual gift to help you act on any
resolution you have made. Perhaps:
love, hope, understanding, wisdom,
faithfulness, peace, patience, humility,
joy, forgiveness, self-control, courage,
generosity, faith or something else.

This Wednesday’s word for our
school families is JESUS !

After praying for your loved ones,
please remember to pray for our
present and future Church, particularly
for the families connected to our
schools. You may want to conclude
this special weekly time with a simple
prayer such as:

St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families
and Protector of the Church, pray
for us. Mary, Star of Evangelisation,
pray for us. Glory be to the Father
and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit, as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.

Share the Prayer: Why not forward a digital copy of this Parish Version to your friends?
Also, to see a sample of your primary school’s Family Version, visit: wednesdayword.org

Parish Version



Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 15th September 2024

1st Reading: Isaiah 50:5-9

The Lord has opened my ear. For my part, | made no
resistance; neither did | turn away. | offered my back to those
who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my beard;
| did not cover my face against insult and spittle. The Lord
comes to my help, so that | am untouched by the insults. So,
too, | set my face like flint; I know | shall not be shamed. My
vindicator is here at hand. Does anyone start proceedings
against me? Then let us go to court together. Who thinks he
has a case against me? Let him approach me. The Lord is
coming to my help: who dare condemn me?

As we have noted, this week’s Gospel reading is a turning-
point and concentrates on two matters, on Jesus as Messiah
and on how the Messiah must suffer and die. This reading
from Isaiah relates to the second aspect of the Gospel (the
suffering Messiah). This part of the prophecies of Isaiah
contains four interrelated “songs” sung by a Servant of
the Lord, who willingly undergoes suffering and humiliation
for his ministry to the Lord. Jesus’ own sayings on service
and suffering show that he was aware of these songs,
and that he saw himself as this Servant of the Lord: ‘The
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve’. We find a
correspondence between many details from the songs and
the story of the Passion: the flogging, the mockery and the
insult, and also Jesus’ voluntary failure to resist or to defend
himself — at each trial he amazes the ‘judge’ by his silence.
At the same time these songs are marked by a confidence
in the Lord: whatever happens, the Lord will not desert his
faithful Servant. In the fourth song (Isaiah 52:13-53:12) the
suffering and humiliation of the Servant lead to his eventual
vindication and the triumph of God. How is this reading
echoed in the story of Jesus’ Passion?

2nd Reading: James 2:14-18

Take the case, my brothers, of someone who has never
done a single good act but claims that he has faith. Will
that faith save him? If one of the brothers or one of the
sisters is in need of clothes and has not enough food to
live on, and one of you says to them, “I wish you well;
keep yourself warm and eat plenty,” without giving them
these bare necessities of life, then what good is that?
Faith is like that: if good works do not go with it, it is quite
dead. This is the way to talk to people of that kind: “You
say you have faith and | have good deeds; | will prove
to you that | have faith by showing you my good deeds
- now you prove to me that you have faith without any
good deeds to show.”

The interconnection between faith and good works has
been a puzzle from the beginning of Christianity — and
before. At times people seem to have believed that it was
possible to earn salvation. However, you cannot bargain
or negotiate with God. As the psalms say, ‘No one can
buy their own ransom. What we must do is trust in God’s
promises and in his limitless forgiveness. Faith is not a
matter of believing first one doctrine and then another.
Primarily, it is a matter of where my trust and confidence
is lodged. What, then, is the point of good works? Our
faith in God’s generosity and forgiveness should lead us
to act with similar generosity and forgiveness. We are
made in the image of God, to carry on God’s work of
divine generosity and forgiveness. When James says
that otherwise our faith is dead, he really means that it is
a withered faith which is not faith at all.

What sort of “works” do we do that show our faith
and reveal God to others?
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