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THE PARISHES OF ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST AND ST MARY MAGDALENE 
 

35 Brighton Place, Edinburgh, EH15 1LL                    Bingham Avenue, Edinburgh EH15 3HY   
            

Parish Priest:   Fr Jock Dalrymple:   0131 669 5447 

Assistant priest:          Fr Shaiju Joseph SSP 

Deacon:   Revd Eddie White:   07986 015772 

Pastoral Assistants:   Jennifer Morris and Christina Vinestock 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 10.40-11.10am Saturday morning, after the Vigil Mass  

 7.30pm on Saturday evening) or any time by appointment 
 

Shared Parish House: 3 Sandford Gardens, Edinburgh, EH15 1LP 

Parish Administrator: Enrico Fertini 

(Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 10.00am to 3.00pm & Friday 11.00am to 4.00pm) 
 

Joint Webpage:   https://sites.google.com/view/stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes 
 

Joint Facebook page:   https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsandStMaryMagdalenes 
 

Joint e-mail address for our sister parishes:  stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 NOVEMBER 2025 – FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
The soldiers mocked Jesus, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, 'If you are the King of the Jews, 
save yourself!' There was also an inscription over him, 'This is the King of the Jews.'…   (from Luke 23:35-43)) 
 

The warmest of welcome backs, and our continuing prayers, to and for Fr Shaiju, who returned on 

Thursday evening from burying his mother, Thresiamma, in Kerala in India  
 

Today is the Feast of Christ the King, is also one of our two NAMETAG SUNDAYS in the year – a chance 

finally to learn the name of the person whose face you have known for weeks/months/years).  
 

Archbishop Leo writes: ‘The annual special collection for Catholic Education week will take place today, 

Sunday 23 November. ’The Catholic Education Week celebrates the importance of educating children and 

young people in the Faith. There will be a special collection next Sunday for the work of the Scottish Catholic 

Education Service which promotes and supports Catholic Education. More at https://sces.org.uk/catholic-

education-week-2025-pilgrims-of-hope/. A pastoral letter is attached/included with this newsletter. 
 

(The Archdiocesan Mass for pupils and teachers will be celebrated by Archbishop Cushley in St Mary's 

Cathedral on Tuesday 25 November at 11:00am. Please keep teachers, school staff, parents and pupils in 

your prayers.) 

https://goo.gl/maps/knyyrDBGnxA9E8877
https://goo.gl/maps/sK9NmmtJxapzj9rR8
https://goo.gl/maps/MpZ7fVfo4UH4HMhD7
https://sites.google.com/view/stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsandStMaryMagdalenes
mailto:stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes@gmail.com
https://sces.org.uk/catholic-education-week-2025-pilgrims-of-hope/
https://sces.org.uk/catholic-education-week-2025-pilgrims-of-hope/
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A TALK BY REVD SIGRID MARTEN OF ST GILES CATHEDRAL 

7.00PM – SUNDAY 23 NOVEMBER – ST JOHN’S HALL 
 

Eleanor Cullimore writes: ‘As you may know our two churches have an Inclusivity Group that arose as a result of the 

Parish Synodality sessions. One of the objectives of this group is to identify how those marginalised in the church may 

be recognised and empowered. We are lucky in our city to have as a neighbour the Reverend Sigrid Marten, Associate 

Minister of St Giles Cathedral. We have invited her to come and talk to us on ‘The Role of Women in the Formation 

and Growth of Christianity’ with a further discussion about where we are now with women in the church, and 

about her own experiences as an ordained Church of Scotland minister. This will be at 7.00 p.m. on Sunday 23 

November in the St John’s Church Hall. There will be refreshments, and you are all very welcome.’ 
 

A New Mass Setting at St John’s for Advent 
 

Frances McDevitt, our faithful organist in St John’s, writes: ‘St John's musicians will introduce a new Mass setting at 

both the Vigil and 9.30am Masses during Advent. It's a new composition, written earlier this year by Paul Carroll, a 

Glasgow-based organist. He's dedicated it to St Carlo Acutis, who was canonised by Pope Leo in September 2025. Paul 

Carroll has made the music freely available, and he has also created accessible sound files. You might want to listen to 

his sound files in preparation for learning the new Mass music! This link will take you to Paul's website - 

https://www.paulcarrollmusic.co.uk/downloads. Thank you.’ 
 

Worrying News from Tanzania  
 

One of our contacts in Tanzania has sent an update to Linda McGee of Twende Pamoja about life in the 

aftermath of controversial elections in the country 
 

‘There was a great deal of fear around as the security services fired on people in the streets, including innocent 

bystanders and also people in their homes.  

Few people had actually gone out to vote as they believed the election process was unfair and undemocratic, so 

protesters - many of them young people - took to the streets to express their frustrations.  

The number of deaths is still unverified with bodies piling up in the streets as mortuaries became overcrowded and 

injured people being denied medical care in hospitals.  

The Catholic Church which represents 80% of Tanzanian Christians has spoken out against the brutality of the 

security forces in their response to the protests. While there is power in their voice this also leaves them vulnerable 

to incurring the displeasure of the government.  

Twende Pamoja, with its close links to the diocese and what the authorities would see as ‘foreign’ funding is also 

in a potentially vulnerable position but for the moment, everyone on the team is safe and back working in schools 

which have reopened. School attendance has been drastically affected by the number of burials which young 

people and their communities have had to attend. 

Travel is being closely monitored with citizens required to carry ID at all times or risk finding themselves in a 

difficult situation.  

There is still a great deal of fear and tension around and there is a call for further protests on 9th December to 

demand the government’s resignation - people are anxious about the potential consequences of this, so prayers are 

much needed for the continued safety and well-being of all those we know and for those who have lost families, 

friends and colleagues. 

Tanzania has long been known for its peaceful history and democratic processes and people such are devastated at 

the actions of the security forces and at this loss of stability which we hope will be restored by the efforts of good 

people and the support of prayers for justice and peace.’  

 

Our next Baptismal Preparation Course will take place this Wednesday, 26 November, and next 

Wednesday, 3 December, at 7.30pm in the Parish House….  

If you would like to have a child baptised, please contact Fr Jock 

 

The Cluster Advent Retreat – 10am-1pm – Saturday 13 December – St Mary, Star of the Sea, Leith 
 

Our Cluster Advent Retreat will take place between 10am and 1pm on Saturday 13 December at St Mary, Star of 

the Sea, Leith. It will be given by Fr Jim Walls, parish priest of St Mary’s, Lochee, in Dundee. Fr Jim, whose 

Mum, Cathy, was a St John’s parishioner for several years before her death, is a former Spiritual Director of the 

Scots College in Rome and in 2021 raised over £20,000 for the St Maria Skobstova House of Hospitality in Calais 

by walking 271 miles from Iona to Lindisfarne. The retreat will begin with Mass at 10am. There is no charge but 

there will be a chance at the end to offer a small donation to help cover costs. 

                              Please sign up on one of the lists at the back of both churches. 

https://www.paulcarrollmusic.co.uk/downloads
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It was agreed at a recent St John’s Pastoral Council, that the Council Minutes, once approved, would be made 

available online with the newsletter, and also in the ‘hard copies’ given out at St John’s. So, with this newsletter 

come the minutes from the 5 November Council meeting…    

 

A message from the J&P Group - Firefly International – Charity Concert 
 

In last week’s newsletter, we told you about how good our charity concert for Firefly International on Thursday 20 

November was going to be and boy, how right we were! All of our performers were brilliant with the highlight 

(literally) being the St John’s Primary School Choir doing the “Firefly” song in a darkened church while waving 

little lights attached to their fingers. The show concluded with the whole audience singing along to “Wild 

Mountain Thyme” – a memorable evening! 

And what made it even more memorable was that we raised £2400 to help Firefly’s work in supporting war-

traumatised children in Syria, Bosnia and Gaza. The J&P Group will round this up to £3000 and as Firefly have 

promises of donation-matching, this should help their work to the tune of £6000. 

Thank you to all who contributed – performers, donors of raffle prizes and all who pitched in to help, with a 

particular mention for Elizabeth McClory’s clothes sale, the proceeds of which made a significant addition to the 

total. And if you missed it this year, there’s always next year! 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

Saturday 22 November 

10.00am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 

10.30-11.00am – St John’s – Sacrament of Reconciliation 

6.30pm – St John’s – Vigil Mass – livestreamed 

7.40pm – St John’s - Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Sunday 23 November 

9.30am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed – with baptism of Sophie Sanchez Makkie  

11.15am – St Mary Magdalene’s – Mass – livestreamed 

7.00pm – St John’s Hall – A talk by Rev Sigrid Marten on ‘The Role of Women  

      in the Formation and Growth of Christianity’ 
 

Monday 24 November -10.00am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 

6.00pm – Zoom – Gospel Sharing  
 

Tuesday 25 November 

11.00am -St Mary’s Cathedral – Catholic Education Mass 

7.00pm – Parish House Prayer Room – Mass – livestreamed   

7.45pm – Parish House – RCIA (Enquiry Session 8)  
 

Wednesday 26 November 

9.15am-9.45am – St John’s – Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am – St John’s – Mass for Catholic Education Week and the Feast of St Andrew  

with St John’s Primary School (Fr Shaiju) – livestreamed  

7.30pm – Parish House – Baptismal Preparation Course (first night) 
 

Thursday 27 November - 10.00am – St Mary Magdalene’s – Mass – livestreamed 

1.30pm-3.30pm – St John’s Hall – Thursday Club 
 

Friday 28 November - 9.15am-9.45am – St John’s – Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 
 

Saturday 29 November 

10.00am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 

10.30-11.00am – St John’s – Sacrament of Reconciliation 

11.0am-3pm – St John’s Church Hall – Smart Works Scotland Festive Fashion Sale  

6.30pm – St John’s – Vigil Mass – livestreamed 

7.40pm – St John’s - Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Sunday 30 November – FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

9.30am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 

11.15am – St Mary Magdalene’s – Mass – livestreamed 
 

View the links for the Masses by visiting our website: https://bit.ly/StJStMM 

https://bit.ly/StJStMM
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‘SAINT’ OF THE WEEK – Blessed Mary Siedliska (1842-1902) 
 

Polish Nun, Foundress of the Sisters of Holy Family of Nazareth 

Anniversary: 21 November 
 

Born Maria Franciszka into a family of wealthy landowners in Poland, she 

inherited her father's quick temper and her mother's poor health, but she was 

intelligent, warm-hearted, and sensitive. She received a good education from 

tutors at home, though this did not include more than a basic grounding in the 

nationalistic Catholicism current in Poland at the time. When she was nine, her 

mother became critically ill, and she prayed to Our Lady of Czestochowa for 

her recovery, an episode she looked back on as the dawning of her religious 

sensibility. 
 

She then met a Capuchin friar, Fr Leander Lendzian, at her grandparents' house 

in Warsaw. He prepared her for her First Communion and Confirmation when 

she was thirteen, and she began to take a serious interest in religion and to think 

of a life dedicated to God. Her father had planned the conventional "coming 

out" in Polish society for her, presumably to be followed by an advantageous marriage, and his opposition to 

the idea of her becoming a nun made both her and her mother seriously ill. His concern for their health got the 

better of his intransigence, and he took them both on a tour of Europe, which greatly broadened Franciszka's 

intellectual and spiritual horizons. They visited Bavaria, Switzerland, and France, and while they were in 

Cannes he consented to her entering religious life. 
 

She then spent several years of prayer, mortification, and recurrent ill health at home, longing to enter 

religious life but apparently held back by Fr Leander, who, presumably feeling that nothing else was good 

enough for her, decided that she had to found a new religious Order. It’s spirit was to be informed by the 

"hidden life and virtues of the Holy Family," and the purpose of its members was to "offer their prayers, 

works, and their entire life for the Church and the Holy Father." She gained approval for the Congregation 

of the Holy Family of Nazareth from Pope Pius IX and decided (her background evidently meant that she 

was not obliged to beg) that its first house should be in Rome - conditions in Poland were too unstable 

following the Polish National Revolt of 1863. She bought suitable premises in the Via Machiavelli, and the 

Congregation was formally founded on the First Sunday of Advent in 1875 [150 years ago next Sunday].  
 

The Sisters' prime concern, in accordance with the name of the Congregation, was with family welfare. They 

looked after neglected and abandoned children, taught religion to young people, and organized preparation 

courses for couples embarking on marriage as well as discussion groups for young women. Franciszka, now 

Mother Mary of Jesus the Good Shepherd, devised a Rule that would help to prepare her Sisters mentally and 

enable them physically to undertake this sort of work. "True charity", she wrote, "does not compel or restrict, 

and no Rule should do so either." There was to be no attempt to mould the personalities of the Sisters 

according to preconceived notions of what women religious should be: "In Nazareth there should be freedom 

of conscience, the liberty of the children of God, regard for the psyche of the Sisters, their temperament, and 

their natural disposition."  
 

Mother Mary was ahead of her time in her psychology and thoroughly in tune with it in her assessment of its 

needs. Demand for her Congregation's services spread, and she opened a second house in Krakow in 1881, 

followed by three others in her native Poland. Poles were emigrating in large numbers to more developed 

industrial countries, and requests for Nazareth Sisters to care for them came from the USA, France, and 

England. Houses were opened in Chicago in 1885, in Paris - despite initial opposition from the cardinal 

archbishop - in 1891, and in London, where it took her two years to find enough Sisters to respond to Cardinal 

Vaughan's request, in 1895. He told her that her Sisters would have "only work and my blessing. I have 

neither money nor schools. They must obtain everything." Mother Mary went to America three times, despite 

her poor health, and to Paris and London, where she was shocked by the material squalor she found but even 

more by the spiritual degradation of people "living like pagans, without the sacraments, in the state 

of sin and serious transgression." 
 

Mother Mary died after a short final illness on 21 November 1902. Her friend and adviser Fr Lechert, 

appointed spiritual director of the Congregation at the time of its foundation, was present at her bedside and 
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wrote: "She died as a saint, and we all regard her as a saint." The Informative Process for her cause was 

started in 1922; in 1940 Pope Pius XII formally introduced the Cause of Beatification; a miracle of healing 

through her intercession was accepted in 1988, and Pope John Paul II beatified her on 23 April 1989.  
 

The cause of eleven Nazareth Sisters who offered their lives in exchange for those of fathers of families 

arrested in Nazi-occupied Poland is also going forward. They were all shot and buried in a common 

grave on 1 August 1943. Their bodies were exhumed and reburied in the cemetery of Nowogrodek after 

a formal funeral service in March 1945. 
 

from Paul Burns - Butler's Saint for the Day - Liturgical Press (2007) 

 

NOTICEBOARD 
 

Fr Jock writes: ‘I will be away from the parishes for a week from Monday morning, leaving you all in Fr 

Shaiju’s very capable hands. From Monday to Friday, I’ll be in Louvain in Belgium – the Catholic University 

there is celebrating 600 years since its foundation in 1425 (as a result of which it was the recipient last year of 

one of Pope Francis’ last foreign visits). I studied there between 1990 and 1992 for a ‘license’ degree in 

theology and am going to have a nostalgic few days wandering around the town with a friend and fellow 

student from Birmingham, Fr Peter Conley. Another friend from those years, Bishop (then Fr) Nicholas 

Hudson (who introduced me to the founding L’Arche community at Trosly-Breuil, France while we were 

there) was going to join us but instead is preparing for his installation as Bishop of Plymouth on Saturday 29 

November. I hope to concelebrate that and then return via London to celebrate the wedding of a cousin, Tom, 

to his fiancé, Victoria, on Monday before returning north on Tuesday for the Mass and meal that evening 

marking the end of the RCIA Enquiry stage.’. 
 
 

DONATIONS TO THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL BY CARD 
 

Starting last week, at both the morning Masses, donations to the SVP can be made by debit or credit card, as 

well as cash. A single card reader will be available on alternate Sundays in either the church porch or the 

corridor leading to the church hall. We appreciate your continued support as we assist those in need, often 

unseen, within our parishes. 

Contact details by phone or text: 07752682213 email: svpedineast@gmail.com 
 

WEDNESDAY WONDERINGS @ St Mark’s Church, Portobello, 26 November 25 – 12.00pm-1.30pm 
 

This week: Gerald McEwan, Lothian and Borders Police Historical Society – All Welcome 

 
Eyden’s Friday Night Music – Friday 28 November - 7pm-9pm - Eyden’s Café, 215 Portobello High Street, 

EH15 1EU - Nick Gent (guitar) and Jeremy Thorp (piano), with Louise Holden as special guest, a night of 

swing jazz. A 5-star show at Edinburgh Fringe review 2024 - Booking essential (+£5 for music) at 0131 258 9061 

 
An Invitation from the Legion of Mary to join them in ‘keeping’ ‘The Five First Saturdays and 

Reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary’ 
 

Maria Igoe writes: ‘As we have Holy Mass and Reconciliation on Saturday mornings now, parishioners may 

consider undertaking the Devotion of the 5 First Saturdays. When Our Lady appeared to the 3 children at 

Fatima in 1917, she asked that they pray for reparation. Reparation simply means making repairs and putting 

things right. This is in our own lives and also in the world. 
 

What is involved? 1. Receive the Holy Eucharist - 2. Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3. Pray five 

mysteries of the Rosary devoutly - 4. Meditate for 15 minutes on one mystery of the Rosary 
 

Some parishioners are interested in this and intend to start on Saturday 6 December. Please join us. We aim 

to continue for 5 consecutive months. Thank you.’ 
 

SMART WORKS SCOTLAND: ‘Bargains Galore! Our Festive Fashion Sale takes place on Sat 29 Nov 

11.00 to 15.00 in the St John’s church hall. All proceeds go to Smart Works Scotland who help unemployed 

women into work by providing interview clothing and coaching. For more information, please contact 

Bronagh on 07902 607 936. Entry fee: £5.00’. 

mailto:svpedineast@gmail.com
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SING-A-LONG - Our joint Parish Sing-a-long will take place on Thursday 4 December… 2.00pm-4.00pm 

in St Mary Magdalene's Church Hall. 

‘Christmas is the theme… and yes. it's that time already! - Hope to see you there…. Jennifer, Mary and Kate’ 

 

From the Justice & Peace Group – SCIAF cards 
 

Jim Roarty writes: ‘Available at the back of each of the churches after the weekend Masses, we have a 

beautiful selection of Christmas cards produced by SCIAF and containing the message “May you be filled 

with love, joy and peace this Christmas" Each pack contains ten cards with two attractive designs and costs 

£4.50. Thank you.’ 

 

FROM ARCHBISHOP LEO’S AD CLERUM 
 

Mass for Young Adults - Archbishop Leo invites Young Adults from across the Archdiocese to Mass on the Feast 

of Christ the King, this Sunday, 23 November at 7:00pm, in the Jesuit Church of the Sacred Heart, 26 Lauriston 

Street, Edinburgh. 
 

Support and Property Administrator - The Archdiocese is seeking to appoint a permanent full-time 

Administrator to provide support to the Property Director and general administrative support within the 

Archdiocesan offices. Job description at bit.ly/archjobdetails To apply, please send your CV and a cover letter 

detailing how your skills and experience make you suitable for this role 

to recruitment@staned.org.uk by Wednesday 26 November 2025. 
 

Facilities Manager - St Mary’s Cathedral in Edinburgh is seeking to appoint a Facilities Manager to manage the 

buildings maintenance and health and safety requirements of the Cathedral Complex. A full job description is 

available at stmaryscathedral.co.uk/complex Salary: £30-32k. To apply, please send your CV and a cover letter 

detailing how your skills and experience make you suitable for this role to recruitment@stmaryscathedral.co.uk by 

28 November 2025. 
 

Masses for the Solemnity of St Andrew - St Mary's Cathedral on Monday 1 December, to celebrate the 

Solemnity of St Andrew, our National Patron, whose feast day this year is transferred from 30 November 

(Sunday). The Apostle’s relics are preserved in the National Shrine of St Andrew at the Cathedral. Mass will be at 

10:00am, and with Archbishop Cushley at 12:45pm. Public veneration of the relics follows both Masses. At 

7:00pm there is a Holy Hour with sung Vespers and Eucharistic Adoration. 
 

Diploma in Catechetics - Explore the richness of the Catholic faith in 2026 by taking the Diploma in Catechetics. 

The popular course is run by the Archdiocese and takes place at 7:30pm each Thursday on Zoom, starting on 22 

January. Be quick, places limited to 100. Cost £220. Register at bit.ly/diploma2026  
 

Stella Maris Lourdes Pilgrimage - Catholic maritime charity Stella Maris is offering a fully-funded trip to 

Lourdes for serving or retired seafarers, fishers and their family members or carers. It takes place from 25-30 May 

2026 and includes travel, accommodation and meals. Contact john.fogarty@stellamarismail.org, 07986 723015.  

 

ADVENT EVENTS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE 
 

30 NOV - Nativity Blessing & Carol Concert -Archbishop Cushley joins religious leaders from across the city of 

Edinburgh for this annual event at Assembly Hall Courtyard on Mound Place, Edinburgh, before a Blessing of the 

Nativity Scene on The Mound backed by music from the Salvation Army Band. Sunday 30 November, 3:00pm to 

5:00pm. 
 

30 NOV: SCIAF Advent Carol Service - An Advent Carol Service, in partnership with SCIAF, takes place at 

Sacred Heart Church, 28 Lauriston Street, Edinburgh, on the First Sunday of Advent (30 November) at 4:00pm. 

Readings and carols sung by the Edinburgh Jesuit Church Schola Cantorum. 
 

1/8/15/22 DEC: Advent Rosary for Life - Every Monday in Advent at 7:45pm to pray for unborn children, 

their mothers, and all pro-life intentions. Each session is on Zoom and lasts about 30 minutes. Following the 

Rosary there is a short reflection from a guest speaker: Deacon David Harper (1 Dec, Diocese of Motherwell), 

Isabel Vaughan-Spruce (8 Dec, March for Life UK), Fr Jamie McMorrin (15 Dec, St Margaret’s, Edinburgh), and 

Archbishop Leo Cushley (22 Dec). Register at bit.ly/rosary25 
 

For a full list of forthcoming events in the archdiocese, visit https://archedinburgh.org/news-events/ 

https://bit.ly/archjobdetails
mailto:recruitment@staned.org.uk
https://www.stmaryscathedral.co.uk/complex
mailto:recruitment@stmaryscathedral.co.uk
http://bit.ly/diploma2026
mailto:john.fogarty@stellamarismail.org
https://bit.ly/rosary25
https://archedinburgh.org/news-events/
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A REFLECTION ON THE READINGS FOR THE 30th 

SUNDAY OF THE YEAR - Col 1: 12-20   Luke 23: 35-43 
 

(The author of this reflection is a friend of Fr Jock who lives in Northumberland) 

 

During the attempts I had at managing my addiction, I was fortunate to experience two stints in residential 

therapy. Many triggers of substance abuse are rooted in past traumatic experience.  I have experienced quite a 

few such traumas – many associated with my teenage years – though not all. Trauma can be experienced first-

hand or witnessed, as tragedy befalls someone else.  The other day I was thinking about my ‘legacy’ – not the 

material possessions I may leave behind – but ‘how will I be remembered?’  What mark will I leave?  In my 

musings I was transported back to 1965, February 1965   We were in class, it was Tuesday afternoon, grey 

and cold weather added a wintry ambience to the classroom, radiators totally ineffective against the ever-

present easterly wind screeching through the wooden sash windows.  PN, our form teacher, was in a foul 

mood as he walked around the classroom, we as silent as the grave, heads down, pens scratching away.  He 

came to Andrew Price’s desk   He had noticed an inscription on the desk lid.  ‘What’s this?’  Andrew Price 

wanted to leave his mark: he hadn’t just scratched his initials into the word – he had engraved them, adding 

ink from the inkwell for artistic effect.  The ubiquitous Kilroy may have visited every public space, leaving 

his not so unique moniker – but Andrew Price had once been at one of the desks in Brookside, Ashbrooke, 

and he would be remembered. He was determined to leave his mark.  PN was apoplectic.  My desk was right 

at the front of the classroom – next to PN’s desk.  Pricey was hauled to the front of the classroom – to be 

publicly humiliated and beaten – and I mean beaten.  Even at the age of 11½ I could recognise that an assault 

was taking place – as could nearly everyone else in the room.  I was terrified.  My bladder gave way, so great 

was the fear I experienced.  We all looked on, powerless, trapped in the evil that was unfolding before our 

eyes: traumatised.  The accompanying silence was as heavy as lead.  Some 61 years later I have learned that 

not everyone will have been horrified.  The law of probability dictates that at least one person was relishing 

the spectacle, just as crowds have always flocked to the scenes of carnage – and public executions.  Enter, as 

today’s Gospel amplifies, the crowd of Jews, Gentiles, Samaritans and off-duty soldiers!!  The people stayed 

there watching…. 
 

Watching what?  The spectacle of mankind plumbing new depths, the abuse of power that is so entwined with 

the establishment, or the life blood draining from their dreams?  We really thought He could make a 

difference.  One of those executed at the same time, ran out of steam. He buckled.  You’re not so clever now, 

are you?  Why can’t you save yourself – and while you’re at it, save us as well.  The other, blessed with 

realism and humility: Shut up, you moron!  Where’s your respect?  He has done nothing wrong.  We, on the 

other hand are getting no more and no less than we deserve. It’s the next phrase that encapsulates the 

essentials of any relationship with Christ the Universal Kiing.  Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

Kingdom. 
 

The repentant thief, like the remorseful son returning to his father having squandered his inheritance, are both 

graced with an awareness of self – and an appreciation not only of the Godhead but also what it means to be in 

relationship with God, the author of life.  It is a recognition that He is ‘other’ and yet, He cares for me.  Before 

anything was created He existed, and he holds all things in unity.  (Col1:12-20).   Still yourself for a moment 

or two letting those words surge through your brain.  Before the clouds of gas began to coalesce into the dust 

that would form the planets and the stars – HE EXISTED.  Before any of the seeds of the earth germinated 

and sprouted into life HE EXISTED.  Before your father’s twinkle, met your mother’s eye HE EXISTED.  

And what should be our response?  Humble gratitude: nothing else is required because once we have an 

awareness of humble gratitude, then a life of self-effacing service is spawned.   
 

Traumas, doubts, fears, anxieties – they will all come our way – as well as moments of ecstasy and unbridled 

joy.  This is our lot in life.  Like the repentant thief, we embrace our lot and say with him: Jesus, remember 

me, when you come into your kingdom…  We cannot escape memory, she, he, it – is our constant companion.  

Memory helps us make sense of who we are.  I don’t know what happened to Pricey.  I hope he has been able 

to cope.  It’s all of our past experiences that make us wo we are.  They help us to identify what will be our 

legacy.  What better legacy can we leave than a life of service?  Kingship is not autocracy nor is it 

dictatorship.  Kingship is selfless love.  Would that our political leaders can take note – even the orange ones. 
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Please pray for sick friends and relatives of 
our Parishioners: 

 

Anne Claveirole, Brian McDermott,Kathleen Reville, George 

Gaynor, Eleanor Bagnell, Ken Lewis, Brian Philipps, Eugene 

Grant, Bronagh McCourt, Baby Freddie Cross, Josie Young, Irene 

McIsaac, Sophie Robinson, Tricia Scott, Baby Aidan McGuire, Job 

Jose, Eileen and Rick Sheptak, Ann Dooley, Sr Jeanette Connell 

LCM, Vaji Naji, Christopher McCarthy, Caroline Cassidy, Ben 

Higgins, Frances O’Donnell, Anita and Roger Bromley, Wyns and 

Jan  Meise, Jacques and Monique Kopp, Tom Cullimore, Nancy 

McDermott, James Sutherland snr, Christine Henderson, Saramma 

Samuel, young Riley, baby Felix, Clare, Sau Mee Jin, Jenny 

Offord, Mike Foy, Fr John Chadwick, Dr Grier Gordon, Sr Monica 

Delaney FMDM, Mian Astill, Stuart Falconer, Roz Paton, Carl 

Barber, Danielle D’Souza, Anne Morris, Damian Mulvenna, 

Edward and Francisca Chan, Coralie Isherwood, Peter Hughes, 

Alasdair Mackay, Phyllis Oliver, Sandy Reid, David Miller, David 

Paterson, Mary Ferguson, Vincent McCann, Peter Higgins, Revd 

Peter Millar, Ewa Kiersztejn, Revd Bill Wishart, Amparo Serrano, 

James Shepherd, Alison St Clair Ford, Kirsty McCrimmon, Noel 

Power, Mary McCormack, Sheila Laughlin, Helen Campbell, Mr 

Mega, young Zachary Cowie, King Charles, Elizabeth McKenzie, 

Marna Clarke, Eugene Feehan, Ann Currie, Jacob Green (aged 14), 

Pat Campanile, Mireille McNab (aged 15), Michelle Lee, Peter 

Hanley, Helen Robertson, young Josh Simpson, Tish Deacon, 

Elizabeth McGrath and Granny Elizabeth, John and Anne Havard, 

Harriet Wingfield Digby (aged 12), Evelyn Walsh, Eunice 

McDonald, Grace Stuart, David Fenwick, Judith Franklin, Clare 

Johnston, Mary and Derek Lamarque, Michael Doherty, Jean 

Wylie, Angela Khan, Charlotte O’Brien, young Martha Moyes 

(aged 8), Kazim Kazimoglu, Tony Rigg, Elizabeth and Gordon 

Marron, John Kellagher, Betty Blyth, James O’Rourke, Andrew 

Franklin, Jamie Mitchell, Edward Caulfield, Igor Rekowski, Mary 

Turnbull and young Ray Donovan Syme. 
 

 

 

 

Anniversaries: 
St John’s: 

Nov.22: Des Woods (2023); Mary R Stewart (2006); Patrick 

Loftus (1985); Daniel Holligan (1922); Fred Aitken; Mr & 

Mrs Donlevy; Mary Greig; Nov.23: John McGrory (1997); 

William McPartlin (1997); Rose Ann Kane (1989); Thomas 

McFadyen; Nov.24: Euphemia Connolly (2000); Mary Annie 

Meechan (1994); Patrick McAuley (1965); Robert Phair;  

Nov.25: Winifred Maugham (2017); Denise O’Donnell 

(2017); Sr. Bernadette [Poor Clares] (1990); Josephine 

Connelly (1973); William Moir (1973); Billy McGuire 

(1945); Nov.26: Michael McFadyen (1995); Charles Conlon 

(1989); Norah Lawler (1968); Maria Teresa D'Arcy; Nov.27: 

Jean Bonar (2022); Helen Reid (2016); Jean Melrose (1993); 

Francis Bell (1991); Joseph Mullan (1978); Margaret 

Brennan (1948); Nov.28: William McGill (1990);  Margaret 

Knowles (1960); Michael Murphy (1945); Angelo J Scott 

(1937); Winifred Greenan; 
 

St Mary Magdalene’s: 
Nov.23: Frances Casement (2021); Annie Fitzsimons (1999); 

Nov.25: Annie Brown (1992); Catherine McGee (1982); 

Nov.28: Iris Beattie (1980); 

Please pray for those Parishioners  
who are sick: 

St. John’s: 

Anne McBirnie, Pat Robertson, Margaret Hand, young 

Saoirse Golden, Ros Mackay, Duncan Cullimore, Sr 

Nan McKinnon RSCJ, Kate Walsh, Pauline Robertson, 

Dorothy Dickson, Celia Stone, Carol Simpson, Maggie 

and John Flanagan, Alex Nielsen, Belinda Wingfield 

Digby, Sr Helen McLaughlin RSCJ, Helen Kilgour, 

Mike Fox, Moira McCafferty, Young Shay Graham, 

Jimmy Curnyn, Simon Hall, John McLaughlin, Susan 

Cammack, May Matthews, Rose Thornton, Margaret 

Thom, Pamela Hanlon, John Lawler, Betty Dougal, 

Barbara Durcacz, Mairi O’Connor, Lesley O’Donnell, 

Donald Oswald, Prisca Kemp, Mary Slight, Mike 

Noonan, David Reid, Ann O’Brien, Diane McCarthy, 

Margaret Duffy, Mike Burns, May Thomson, Kenny 

O’Connor, John Whyte, Maria Pacitti, Chloe Sutherland, 

Ruth Vizor, Mary Grady, Pauli Walker, Vincent 

Knowles, Sarah McManus, Sr Jennifer Lindsay, 

Maureen Low, Norman Telfer, Erin Corbett, Roz Byers 

and Marie Angela Crolla. 
 

St Mary Magdalene’s: 

Maureen Scott, Monica Gorman, Julie Keegan, Jean 

McInally, Bill McGeachie, Norrie Gibson, Aisha 

Montgomery, Tom Kay, Eleanor Campanile, Mary 

McGovern (jnr), Carolynne McCann, Jacqueline 

Marinello, Sandra Watt, Chris English, Andrew Farmer, 

Maria Scott Jnr, Louise Gorman, Bridget Malone, 

Margaret Ryan, Annie Watson, David O’Donnell, Jude 

Ferguson and James Muir. 

Offertory 15/16 November: 
 

St Mary Magdalene’s, £298.54 total, including 

£105.54 Offertory, £86.00 Gift Aid and £107.00 

online. 
 

St John’s, £1666.50 total, including £241.50 

Offertory, £248.00 Gift Aid and £1177.00 online. 

PARISH REGISTER 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for those who have died 
recently: 

 

Anne Dobie – Anne Bentham 
Paul Kuppinger (Janet Morrison’s father) 

Charles Kane – Pat Brown – Brian Philipps 
– Kathleen Brannigan – Anita Wilson   

 

Please pray for those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time: 

 

Mary and Andrew Smart – Ernie Moran 
Emma Seaton (30th Anniversary) 
Winifred Maughan – Jean Bonar 
Helen Reid – Frances Casement 

 
  


