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THE PARISHES OF ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST AND ST MARY MAGDALENE 
 

35 Brighton Place, Edinburgh, EH15 1LL                    Bingham Avenue, Edinburgh EH15 3HY   
            

Parish Priest:   Fr Jock Dalrymple:   0131 669 5447 

Assistant priest:          Fr Shaiju Joseph SSP 

Deacon:   Revd Eddie White:   07986 015772 

Pastoral Assistants:   Jennifer Morris and Christina Vinestock 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 10.40-11.10am Saturday morning, after the Vigil Mass  

 7.30pm on Saturday evening) or any time by appointment 
 

Shared Parish House: 3 Sandford Gardens, Edinburgh, EH15 1LP 

Parish Administrator: Enrico Fertini 

(Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 10.00am to 3.00pm & Friday 11.00am to 4.00pm) 
 

Joint Webpage:   https://sites.google.com/view/stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes 
 

Joint Facebook page:   https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsandStMaryMagdalenes 
 

Joint e-mail address for our sister parishes:  stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 NOVEMBER 2025 – FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
‘Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.’                      (Matthew 24:42) 
 

This Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent, the beginning of a new Church year. where we continue to be 

Pilgrims of Hope, showing through our lives that the hope given by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit will never 

fail… (the Jubilee Year continues until 6 January 2026). 
 

This Sunday is also the final day of Catholic Education Fortnight – and some of our Holy Rood HS pupils will 

be talking at our Sunday morning Masses about what it’s like attending Holy Rood – a warm welcome and our 

thanks to Erica Pacitti (S1) and Luca Pacitti (S6) at St John’s, and Yolanda Ezomo (S1) and Grace Golden (S6) at  

St Mary Magdalene’s. 
 

Taizé Prayer at St John’s – 7.00pm - Sunday 30 December – St John’s  
 

Agnieszka Kiersztejn and Orla Nangle write: ‘Our Taizé prayer night will take place this Sunday 30 

November at 7:00pm in St John's Church. In the meeting we’ll pray with Taizé chants, a short Bible reading and 

in silence. Come, bring a friend a snack. Taste and see that the Lord is good!’ 
 

 

SING-A-LONG - Our joint Parish Sing-a-long will take place this Thursday 4 December… 2.00pm-4.00pm in 

St Mary Magdalene's Church Hall… ‘Christmas is the theme… and yes. it's almost that time already! - Hope to 

see you there…. Jennifer, Mary and Kate’ 

https://goo.gl/maps/knyyrDBGnxA9E8877
https://goo.gl/maps/sK9NmmtJxapzj9rR8
https://goo.gl/maps/MpZ7fVfo4UH4HMhD7
https://sites.google.com/view/stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsandStMaryMagdalenes
mailto:stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes@gmail.com
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ADVENT AT ST JOHN’S AND ST MARY MAGDALENE’S 
 

The Cluster Advent Retreat 
10.00am-1.00pm – Saturday 13 December – St Mary, Star of the Sea, Leith 

 

Our Cluster Advent Retreat – for our five cluster parishes of St Mary Magdalene’s, St John’s, St Theresa’s, 

Craigmillar, St Ninian’s, Restalrig, and St Mary, Star of the Sea, Leith - will take place between 10am and 1pm on 

Saturday 13 December at St Mary, Star of the Sea, Leith. It will be given by Fr Jim Walls, parish priest of St 

Mary’s, Lochee, in Dundee. Fr Jim, whose Mum, Cathy, was a St John’s parishioner for several years before her 

death, is a former Spiritual Director of the Scots College in Rome and in 2021 raised over £20,000 for the St Maria 

Skobstova House of Hospitality in Calais by walking 271 miles from Iona to Lindisfarne. The retreat will begin 

with Mass at 10am. There is no charge but there will be a chance at the end to offer a small donation to help cover 

costs. 

                              Please sign up on one of the lists at the back of both churches. 

 

RECONCILIATION SUNDAY will take place on Saturday/Sunday 13/14 December at the beginning of our 

three Sunday Masses…between three and five priests will be available to celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation. 

An ‘examination of conscience’ to help us prepare will be given out with next week’s newsletter.  

 

Advent Invitations from the Justice & Peace Group 
 

SCIAF Cards: Available at the back of each of the churches after the weekend Masses, we have a beautiful selection 

of Christmas cards produced by SCIAF and containing the message “May you be filled with love, joy and peace this 

Christmas" Each pack contains ten cards with two attractive designs and costs £4.50.’ 
 

Christmas problems resolved! – REAL Gifts: As usual, your friendly neighbourhood J&P Group is here to help you 

solve your Christmas present buying problems. Thanks to the Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund, we have our 

usual range of brilliant Real Gifts – how do you fancy giving someone a flock of chickens, a goat or maybe a vegetable 

garden. As well as these, we have a range of calendars and packs of beautiful Christmas cards. These will be on sale at 

the back of both churches for the next couple of weekends and, if cash is a problem, we accept card payments. And 

don’t forget our Bethany Christian Trust Buy-a-Bed gift cards. Each donation of £25 covers the cost to Bethany of 

providing a bed overnight for a homeless person. 
 

Water for a Village:  For several years, we have had a parishes’ appeal to buy Water for a Village (although we didn’t 

last year as the focus was on the STEKASkills appeal) and we would like to resurrect this again this Christmas. In the 

poorest parts of the world, clean water is not guaranteed and accessing it can be incredibly difficult. But together we 

can help make a tangible difference in communities that need clean water. Your gift can help build wells and irrigation 

systems, and install rain-water collectors, providing families with access to safe, clean water. The target for this gift of 

water for a village is £1200, which is a lot of money, but the J&P Group are happy to match donations from the 

parishes, so the minimum target would be £600 (although in previous years, thanks to your generosity, the J&P top-up 

has been, at most, minimal). Jennifer Morris, Jim Roarty or any member of the J&P Group will be happy to accept your 

donations (card donations to Jim Roarty).  
 

Mary’s Meals – Double The Love: Mary’s Meals, the wonderful Scottish-based charity now feeding over 3 million 

children every day at school, are delighted to be able to announce that all donations this festive season will be matched 

by a group of generous supporters, up to £11 million. So, anything you donate will be doubled! To take advantage of 

this wonderful opportunity, go to https://www.marysmeals.org to donate online. Thank you. 

 

A New Mass Setting at St John’s for Advent 
 

Frances McDevitt, our faithful organist in St John’s, writes: ‘St John's musicians have introduced a new Mass setting 

at both the Vigil and 9.30am Masses during Advent. It's a new composition, written earlier this year by Paul Carroll, a 

Glasgow-based organist. He's dedicated it to St Carlo Acutis, who was canonised by Pope Leo in September 2025. Paul 

Carroll has made the music freely available, and he has also created accessible sound files. You might want to listen to 

his sound files in preparation for learning the new Mass music! This link will take you to Paul's website - 

https://www.paulcarrollmusic.co.uk/downloads. Thank you.’ 
 

 

Our Christmas Mass Times will be given in next week’s newsletter. 

https://www.marysmeals.org/
https://www.paulcarrollmusic.co.uk/downloads
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THIS WEEK 
 

Saturday 29 November 

10.00am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 

10.30-11.00am – St John’s – Sacrament of Reconciliation 

11.00am-3pm – St John’s Church Hall – Smart Works Scotland Festive Fashion Sale  

6.30pm – St John’s – Vigil Mass – livestreamed 

7.40pm – St John’s - Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Sunday 30 November – FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

9.30am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 

11.15am – St Mary Magdalene’s – Mass – livestreamed 

7.00pm – St John’s – Taizé Prayer Night 
 

Monday 1 December – FEAST OF ST ANDREW, PATRON OF SCOTLAND (transferred from 30 Nov) 

10.00am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 

6.00pm – Zoom – Gospel Sharing – click HERE (or type https://bit.ly/483M3KM) 

(Healing Mass postponed till Monday 8 December) 
 

Tuesday 2 December 

10.00am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed   

7.00pm – Prayer Room – RCIA Mass (followed by End-of-Enquiry-Stage Meal in the Parish House) 
 

Wednesday 3 December 

9.15am-9.45am – St John’s – Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed  

7.30pm – Parish House – Baptismal Preparation Course (second night) 
 

Thursday 4 December 

10.00am – St Mary Magdalene’s – Mass – livestreamed 

1.30pm-3.30pm – St John’s Hall – Thursday Club 

2.00pm-4.00pm – St Mary Magdalene’s Hall – Sing-a-long 

7.00pm – St John’s Hall – Confirmation Parents/Carers and Children’s First Meeting  
 

Friday 5 December 

9.15am-9.45am – St John’s – Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 
 

Saturday 6 December 

9.30am-1.30pm – St John’s Hall – Pamoja Fashion Charity Sale 

10.00am – St John’s – Mass – livestreamed 

10.30-11.00am – St John’s – Sacrament of Reconciliation 

12.00am – St Mary, Star of the Sea, Leith – Ordination to the Diaconate of Joachim Nguyen Thanh Duc OMI 

6.30pm – St John’s – Vigil Mass – livestreamed 

7.40pm – St John’s – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Sunday 7 December – SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

9.30am – St John’s – First Communion P4 ‘Do This in Memory’ Children’s Mass and RCIA Entrance  

to the Catechumenate – livestreamed  

11.15am – St Mary Magdalene’s – P3 and Children’s Mass – livestreamed 
 

View the links for the Masses by visiting our website: https://bit.ly/StJStMM 
 

In the coming weeks: 
 

Monday 8 December – 2.30pm – St John’s – Healing Mass with the Sacrament of Anointing 
 

Tuesday 9 December – 10.00am – St John’s – Requiem Mass for Anne Dobie 
 

Thursday 11 December – 1.00pm – St John’s Hall – Thursday Club Christmas Lunch 
 

Friday 19 December – St John’s – 10.00am – Requiem Mass for Charles Kane  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88320712110?pwd=beOflo4e8vfjvTMNmaTFRCryWZSfhx.1
https://bit.ly/StJStMM
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SAINT OF THE WEEK – St Edmund Campion (ca 1540-1581) 
 

English Jesuit Priest and Martyr – Anniversary: 1 December 
 

‘[My mission is] of free cost to preach the Gospel, to minister the sacraments, to instruct the simple, to reform 

sinners, to confute errors; in brief, to cry alarm spiritual against foul vice and proud ignorance, wherewith many 

of my dear countrymen are abused.’ - from Campion's Brag 
 

The first Jesuit to be executed under the Elizabethan statutes in force prior to the 

1585 Act aimed specifically at Jesuits, Campion was brilliant, humorous, and 

daring to the point of folly. Born in London and educated first at Bluecoat School, 

he won a scholarship to St John's College, Oxford, at the age of fifteen, was 

appointed a junior fellow, and built a great reputation as an orator. 
 

To progress further in academic life, he had to make his religious allegiance clear. 

He had grown up in Queen Mary's reign, with its restoration of Catholicism as the 

state religion, and although he took the 1559 Oath of Supremacy recognizing 

Elizabeth as head of the Church in England, he was increasingly troubled by this 

and felt unable to go forward to ordination. In 1569 he left England and went to 

Dublin, where he produced a Short History of Ireland that would have done 

nothing to help overcome English prejudices concerning the Irish. He could not 

settle in Dublin, despite its more relaxed religious climate, and returned to England 

in 1571. By this time Pope Pius V had issued his Bull excommunicating Elizabeth (which implied that she could 

not legitimately be queen), to which she had responded with a statute making it high treason to deny her right to be 

queen or to call her a heretic. The situation for convinced Catholics had become exceedingly difficult. 
 

Campion, who travelled in disguise, attended the trial of John Storey, who was Oxford's first professor of civil 

law, then chancellor of the dioceses of London and Oxford under Mary, in which capacity he had been responsible 

for the deaths of many Protestants. He was accused of treason, condemned, and executed. Campion went to the 

Continent, to the English College at Douai founded two years earlier. He became a Bachelor of Divinity there and 

was ordained sub-deacon, then moved on to Rome and joined the Society of 

Jesus. He was assigned to the Bohemian province (there being no English one), completed his novitiate at Brno 

and then taught in Prague. Pope Gregory III was persuaded to add Jesuits to the "seminary priests" (secular priests 

ordained at Douai and elsewhere on the Continent) on the English mission, and at the end of 1579 Campion and 

Robert Persons (or Parsons) were chosen as the first two. Many English Catholics were uneasy at this move, 

thinking the Jesuits too zealous and liable to make the situation worse. 
 

Campion's approach to his mission can be seen in the document he produced after his return to London, known as 

Campion's Brag. Addressed to the Privy Council, it spread rapidly and became a manifesto for the mission. It 

showed that Campion believed he merely had to win the intellectual argument to get a fair hearing. He was forced 

to leave London and worked for a time in nearby counties, making some distinguished converts. He then went to 

Lancashire, where his sermons were to be remembered fifty years later by those 

who heard them. He continued his intellectual assault on Protestantism in a Latin work, Decem rationes, ten 

reasons for challenging the most learned Anglicans to open debate. The work was secretly printed at Stonor Park 

in Berkshire, the home of Lady Cecilia Stonor. She was arrested later for this and died in prison. It was published 

by placing four hundred copies on the benches of St Mary the Virgin, Oxford's university church, on 

Commemoration Sunday, 27 June 1581. This caused an immediate sensation and led to redoubled efforts 

to catch Campion.  
 

An informer betrayed his whereabouts, near Wantage in Oxfordshire, and an exhaustive search of the house he 

was staying in eventually uncovered the priests' hiding hole. He and two others were taken to the Tower, where 

strenuous efforts were made (possibly even by the queen herself) to persuade or bribe him to give up bis cause. 

When these failed, he was ferociously racked, after which Anglican clergymen tried in vain to get the better of him 

in debate. He was racked again, even more violently, and then accused, with several other 

priests, of having come to England with the aim of starting an uprising against Elizabeth. He argued on behalf of 

them all that they had no political aims and that their only offence was their religion. The jury seem to have 

debated the verdict seriously, but Campion and his fellow-priests were found guilty and condemned to death. 

Campion told the court: "In condemning us, you condemn all your own ancestors."  
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His sister was used to try to persuade him back to the Established Church with the offer of a good benefice, which 

he was never likely to accept. On 1 December 1581 he, Ralph Sherwin, and Alexander Briant were dragged on 

hurdles to Tyburn. Campion prayed for the queen, "Your queen and my queen, unto whom I wish a long reign with 

all prosperity." The three were hanged, drawn, and quartered in the barbarous fashion associated with the name of 

Tyburn. Campion was beatified in 1886 and canonized as one of the Forty Martyrs of England and Wales in 1970. 
 

from Paul Burns - Butler's Saint for the Day - Liturgical Press (2007) 

 

NOTICEBOARD 
 

Fr Jock is away until Tuesday, initially in Devon at the installation of a friend as the new Bishop of Plymouth, 

and then celebrating the wedding of a cousin in London.  

 

A Message from the Inclusivity Group about an Art Exhibition by Children  

of St John’s Primary School  
 

Mary Bainbridge writes: ‘We are delighted to be able to share some beautiful artwork from the children of St. 

John's Primary School. The exhibition is entitled - 'Reflecting on The Leadership of Women in the Gospels 

through the Joyful Mysteries'. This follows on from our talk last Sunday, given by The Reverend Sigrid Marten on 

'The Role of Women in the Formation and Growth of Christianity'. It was a very interesting evening with good 

opportunity to talk and discuss the topic. 
 

The children's paintings will be exhibited in the Lady Altar at St. John's Church for the first two weeks of Advent, 

and then move to the entrance of St. Mary Magdalene's on 14th December for the second two weeks 
 

Thank you to St. John's Primary School for all their hard work!’ 

 

An Invitation from the Legion of Mary to join them in ‘keeping’ ‘The Five First Saturdays 

and Reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary’ 
 

Maria Igoe writes: ‘As we have Holy Mass and Reconciliation on Saturday mornings now, parishioners may 

consider undertaking the Devotion of the 5 First Saturdays. When Our Lady appeared to the 3 children at Fatima 

in 1917, she asked that they pray for reparation. Reparation simply means making repairs and putting things right. 

This is in our own lives and also in the world. 

What is involved? 1. Receive the Holy Eucharist - 2. Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3. Pray five 

mysteries of the Rosary devoutly - 4. Meditate for 15 minutes on one mystery of the Rosary.  

Some parishioners are interested in this and intend to start on Saturday 6 December. Please join us. We aim to 

continue for 5 consecutive months. Thank you.’ 

 

Donations to the Parishes 
 

You can now send secure online donations to our Parishes by scanning 

these 2 QR codes (you can find them at the back of both our churches too). 

All details (including our Gift Aid scheme) can be found at 

https://sites.google.com/view/stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes/gift-aid-scheme   
Our new Card Readers are on their ways – watch this space… 

 
Donations to the society of St Vincent de Paul by debit/credit card 

 

Starting last week, at both the morning Masses, donations to the SVP can be made by debit or credit card, as well 

as cash. A single card reader will be available on alternate Sundays in either the church porch or the corridor 

leading to the church hall. We appreciate your continued support as we assist those in need, often unseen, within 

our parishes. 

Contact details by phone or text: 07752682213 email: svpedineast@gmail.com 

 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/view/stjohnsandstmarymagdalenes/gift-aid-scheme
mailto:svpedineast@gmail.com
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St Matthew’s Pilgrimage 2026: Rome and Salerno 
Join St Matthew’s, Rosewell and Rosslyn Chapel, Roslin on an Ecumenical Pilgrimage – 13 to 19 October 2026 - 

£1589 (if booked by 30 November, £1539, deposit required). Including: Ryanair return flight from Edinburgh, 

local tour guide, 4 nights in Rome and 3 in Salerno, breakfasts and dinners and Audience with the Pope (according 

to His schedules). For info, www.allsaintstravel.co.uk/rm1093 

 

FROM ARCHBISHOP LEO’S AD CLERUM 
 

Sunday 30 November - Nativity Blessing & Carol Concert - Archbishop Cushley joins religious leaders from across 

the city of Edinburgh for this annual event at Assembly Hall Courtyard on Mound Place, Edinburgh, before a Blessing 

of the Nativity Scene on The Mound backed by music from the Salvation Army Band. Sunday 30 November, 3:00pm 

to 5:00pm. 
  

Sunday 30 November - SCIAF Advent Carol Service - An Advent Carol Service, in partnership with SCIAF, takes 

place at Sacred Heart Church, 28 Lauriston Street, Edinburgh, on Sunday 30 November at 4:00pm. Readings and 

carols sung by the Edinburgh Jesuit Church Schola Cantorum. 
 

Mass for the Solemnity of St Andrew - The Solemnity of St Andrew, our National Patron, is on Monday 1 

December. Archbishop Cushley will celebrate Mass at St Mary's Cathedral at 12:45pm. You are encouraged to 

venerate the Apostle’s relics at the National Shrine of St Andrew in the Cathedral. At 7:00pm there is a Holy Hour 

with sung Vespers and Eucharistic Adoration. 
 

The Advent Rosary for Life - Begins this Monday at 7:45pm to pray for unborn children, their mothers, and all pro-

life intentions. Each session is on Zoom and lasts about 30 minutes. Following the Rosary there is a short reflection 

from a guest speaker: Deacon David Harper (1 Dec, Diocese of Motherwell), Isabel Vaughan-Spruce (8 Dec, March for 

Life UK), Fr Jamie McMorrin (15 Dec, St Margaret’s, Edinburgh), and Archbishop Leo Cushley (22 Dec). Register 

at bit.ly/rosary25 
 

Rorate Masses at St Mary's Cathedral - The beautiful Rorate Masses begin the first week of Advent. The Mass is lit 

only by candles, representing Mary's role in bringing the Light of the World into the darkness of the world. 7:00pm on 

Thursday 4 December (Celebrated by Archbishop Cushley); 7:00pm on Thursday 11 and 18 December; 7:00pm on 

Monday 22 December. 
  

Advent Retreat - Saturday 6 December, 10:00am-7:00pm & Sunday 7 December, 3:00pm-5:30pm, St Margaret 

Mary's Church, Boswall Parkway, Granton, Edinburgh, EH5 2JQ. Led by Fr Bart Parys, SVD. All welcome, including 

families and individual worshippers. Registration is essential. Visit retreat.light-lifescotland.org.uk 
  

Christmas Carol Service - Organised by the Archdiocesan Lourdes Committee. St Margaret's Church, Davidson's 

Mains, Edinburgh, EH4 5AD, Sunday 7 December at 3:00pm. 
 

Stella Maris Carol Service - Join Archbishop Cushley for an evening of carols, readings and celebration, followed by 

refreshments. Wednesday 17 December: 7pm Carol Service, 8pm Reception. St Mary’s Star of the Sea, 108 

Constitution Street, Leith, Edinburgh EH6 6AW. Please RSVP by Friday 5 December to info@stellamarismail.org or 

call 020 7901 1931. 
 

Crib collection - Our annual parish crib collection will be donated to the Infant Welfare Centre in Jerusalem, run by the 

Greek Catholic Annunciation Society. It is a is a non-political Catholic Charity and your donation will include support 

for its nursery at this difficult time in the Holy Land. 
  

Diploma in Catechetics - Explore the richness of the Catholic faith in 2026 by taking the Diploma in Catechetics. The 

popular course is run by the Archdiocese and takes place at 7:30pm each Thursday on Zoom, starting on 22 January. 

Be quick, places limited to 100. Cost £220. Register at bit.ly/diploma2026  
 

Advent Walking Retreat - The walk starts in Culross in Fife (birthplace of St Mungo) and finishes at the National 

Shrine of St Margaret, Dunfermline. There will be an opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Adoration with 

Benediction followed by 5:30pm Mass. To register for this free event and for times please email Deacon Pat Carrigan 

at obl.columba@gmail.com 
  

Order of Malta Ball - Early Bird tickets are available for the Order of Malta Charity Ball to be held on 25 April 2026 

at Prestonfield House in Edinburgh. Join Archbishop Cushley to raise funds for important projects in the Holy Land 

and across Scotland. More details at www.orderofmaltaball.com 
 

For a full list of forthcoming events in the archdiocese, visit https://archedinburgh.org/news-events/ 

http://www.allsaintstravel.co.uk/rm1093
https://bit.ly/rosary25
http://retreat.light-lifescotland.org.uk/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExa0pGZHluNDljUkVBME9mc3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIIY2FsbHNpdGUBMgABHh0cwAYRWWNBVZJuCFhyQjYwz-K-CF7j124ghnGC4bjOqZwJEoJfyUvYsNjK_aem_ynmPsWDJCBO7n4sDYZYcuQ
mailto:info@stellamarismail.org
http://bit.ly/diploma2026
mailto:obl.columba@gmail.com
http://www.orderofmaltaball.com/
https://archedinburgh.org/news-events/
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A REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL FOR THE FIRST 

SUNDAY OF ADVENT – MATTHEW 24:37-44  
 

(The author of this reflection is a friend of Fr Jock who lives in Northumberland) 

 

My most recent blood tests showed raised levels of HbA1-c.  I was given a clear signal. Would I be able to take 

note.  That’s the trouble with signs and signals – they cannot force a response but rather rely on our good nature 

and co-operation.  The temptation to ignore them whispers seductively in my sub-consciousness.  Go on!  Another 

Snickers won’t do any more harm!  Maybe it’s my age, maybe I’m tired of pushing boundaries, testing limits – but 

this time the warning achieved its desired result.  A lifestyle change was called for. Sensible diet and a new 

exercise regime were planned.  I started with a weigh-in using the state-of-the-art body-analysis scale that Adrian 

uses for his business.  I was informed of my weight, my fat content, my lean muscle mass, my cellular water 

content, my subcutaneous fat, my visceral fat, my bone density – but sadly not the winning numbers of the 

National Lottery.  Its final reading was the most humbling.  I was informed that my metabolic age was that of an 

83-year-old (I’m 72). How dare you?  I’ve never been so insulted in my life!  My anger was piqued. The next five 

weeks saw me going hell for leather as they say.  I’ve lost 9 kg and am now the proud bearer of a metabolic age of 

a 70-year-old.  Metabolically, 13 years younger – and after just 5 weeks.  If my progress continues at this pace 

over the coming weeks, I’ll probably stop shaving and have a voice three octaves higher!   

 

Cars, like puppies and children can be very effective at ice breaking.  Total strangers find themselves exploring 

common ground.  They can be reduced to coo-ing noises over a newborn baby or trying to awaken the inner wolf 

in the cutest of puppies.  Show a man a fast car and stand back. Machismo and testosterone reign supreme.  

Saturday I was at a filling station, filling our VERY thirsty car.  Is that your blue car?’  Gorgeous colour and 

those flared wheel arches.  How many horses are under that bonnet?  I bet it shifts!  I could only answer: ‘It does 

– and it drinks like a fish’.  I’d love a car like that – but I have to be sensible – wife and kids and Christmas and 

all that!  Who said that romance was dead?!  Wednesday saw a much different scenario.  Is that your M3?  It’s a 

beast, isn’t it? I had a Mercedes.  Some guy came into the side of me and wrote it off.  This time I found myself 

trapped in an Anglo-Saxon conversation with someone dressed and adorned as a heavily tattooed Canadian (no 

offence Canada) lumberjack. He had an opinion on everything and having identified a common passion (cars) he 

was ready to share his views. Unlike Saturday’s admirer, this one didn’t appear to have rubbed shoulders with 

romance in any shape or form. What he lacked in understanding he made up for in conviction and opinion.  

Adrian’s scales may not hold the secret of the winning numbers for the Lottery, but my sixth sense did, however, 

alert me to the forthcoming tirade against immigrants, blacks, benefits scroungers and his deep undying loyalty to 

Farage and his Reform disciples.  I was not wrong.  Would that I could be so discerning in all aspects of my life.  

The irony in my dealings with Lumberjack Man was his complete disdain for the millions (his estimate not mine) 

of immigrants who cannot speak a word of @@@@@@@@ English.  His own track record in the use of the 

beautiful English language was not too good either!!   

 

In the Gospel today, Jesus, speaking towards the end of his public ministry, urges his followers to develop the 

skills necessary to be able to read the signs, to be aware and alert, to look at what is going on around them and to 

"stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect."  Being able to read the signs 

ensures that nothing should ever surprise us, that we can cope with whatever life throws our way; that we can 

know and live the Serenity Prayer: God, grant me the Serenity to accept the things I cannot change.  Above all the 

Season of Advent allows us room to understand that simple phrase: And it came to pass... 

 

Signs are all around us – be they blood test results or the unchallenged voices of the hate mongers, the white 

supremacists, who slowly, insidiously infiltrate the fabric of the society we love – but which they hate.  They are 

hell-bent on destroying it – and all hell will break loose if they have their way   The Season of Advent is 

important.  It's a time for introspection.  It’s a time to take notice of the signs.  It’s a time to take stock of who we 

are and where we are going.   
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Please pray for sick friends and 
relatives of our Parishioners: 

 

Anne Claveirole, Dr Grier Gordon, Kathleen Reville, George 

Gaynor, Eleanor Bagnell, Ken Lewis, Eugene Grant, Bronagh 

McCourt, Baby Freddie Cross, Josie Young, Irene McIsaac, 

Sophie Robinson, Tricia Scott, Baby Aidan McGuire, Job Jose, 

Eileen and Rick Sheptak, Ann Dooley, Sr Jeanette Connell 

LCM, Vaji Naji, Christopher McCarthy, Caroline Cassidy, Ben 

Higgins, Frances O’Donnell, Anita and Roger Bromley, Wyns 

and Jan  Meise, Jacques and Monique Kopp, Tom Cullimore, 

Nancy McDermott, James Sutherland snr, Christine Henderson, 

Saramma Samuel, young Riley, baby Felix, Clare, Sau Mee Jin, 

Jenny Offord, Mike Foy, Fr John Chadwick, Sr Monica Delaney 

FMDM, Mian Astill, Stuart Falconer, Roz Paton, Carl Barber, 

Danielle D’Souza, Damian Mulvenna, Edward and Francisca 

Chan, Coralie Isherwood, Peter Hughes, Alasdair Mackay, 

Phyllis Oliver, Sandy Reid, David Miller, David Paterson, Mary 

Ferguson, Vincent McCann, Peter Higgins, Revd Peter Millar, 

Ewa Kiersztejn, Revd Bill Wishart, Amparo Serrano, James 

Shepherd, Alison St Clair Ford, Kirsty McCrimmon, Noel 

Power, Mary McCormack, Sheila Laughlin, Helen Campbell, Mr 

Mega, young Zachary Cowie, King Charles, Elizabeth 

McKenzie, Marna Clarke, Eugene Feehan, Ann Currie, Jacob 

Green (aged 14), Pat Campanile, Mireille McNab (aged 15), 

Michelle Lee, Peter Hanley, Helen Robertson, young Josh 

Simpson, Tish Deacon, Elizabeth McGrath and Granny 

Elizabeth, John and Anne Havard, Harriet Wingfield Digby 

(aged 12), Evelyn Walsh, Eunice McDonald, Grace Stuart, 

David Fenwick, Judith Franklin, Clare Johnston, Mary and 

Derek Lamarque, Michael Doherty, Jean Wylie, Angela Khan, 

Charlotte O’Brien, young Martha Moyes (aged 8), Kazim 

Kazimoglu, Tony Rigg, Elizabeth and Gordon Marron, John 

Kellagher, Betty Blyth, James O’Rourke, Andrew Franklin, 

Jamie Mitchell, Edward Caulfield, Igor Rekowski, Mary 

Turnbull and young Ray Donovan Syme. 

 

 

Anniversaries: 
St John’s: 

Nov.29: Margaret M Freeman (2012); Catherine [Rena] 

Begg (2010); Margaret Philips (1989); James Magee (1976); 

Henry McKenna; Nov.30: Grace Knowles (1990); Helen 

McKinnon (1989);  Alfred Reading (1957); Connelly Family; 

Dec.1: Elizabeth Elton (2017); Patrick McClory (1992); 

Catherine Gannon (1991); Margaret Davie; Frank Rafferty; 

Joseph & Catherine Smith; Robert Watson; Dec.2: John 

Wallace (2020); Barbara Walker (2012); Elizabeth Ogilvie 

(2006); Annie Donati (1993); William O'Donnell (1993);  

Dec.3: Jean Tunley (1997); Andrew & Mary Malcolm; 

Dec.4: Ronnie Smith (2017); Sarah Jessiman (2003); Robert 

Kerr (1999); Hugh Walsh (1994); Ronald Godley (1988);  

John Lawler (1970); A Duffy (1950); John Scollon; Dec.5: 

Helen Cassidy (2004); Mary Bisset (2001); Bill Brogan 

(1996); George Forrest (1988); Neil Donoghue (1987); 

Elizabeth Quinn (1980); Edmund Z Schmelter (1970); Nancy 

Syme; 
 

St Mary Magdalene’s: 
Nov.30: Basil Juska (2015); Dec.1: William Roberton 

(2016); Dec.2: Archibald Mawdsley (1969); Dec.3: Leonora 

Hanlon (1990); Dec.5: Denis Davidson (2021); 
 

 

Please pray for those Parishioners  
who are sick: 

St. John’s: 

Anne McBirnie, Pat Robertson, Margaret Hand, young Saoirse 

Golden, Ros Mackay, Sr Nan McKinnon RSCJ, Kate Walsh, 

Pauline Robertson, Dorothy Dickson, Celia Stone, Carol 

Simpson, Maggie and John Flanagan, Alex Nielsen, Belinda 

Wingfield Digby, Sr Helen McLaughlin RSCJ, Helen Kilgour, 

Mike Fox, Moira McCafferty, Young Shay Graham, Jimmy 

Curnyn, Simon Hall, John McLaughlin, Susan Cammack, May 

Matthews, Rose Thornton, Margaret Thom, Pamela Hanlon, John 

Lawler, Betty Dougal, Barbara Durcacz, Mairi O’Connor, Lesley 

O’Donnell, Donald Oswald, Prisca Kemp, Mary Slight, Mike 

Noonan, David Reid, Ann O’Brien, Diane McCarthy, Margaret 

Duffy, Mike Burns, May Thomson, Kenny O’Connor, John 

Whyte, Maria Pacitti, Chloe Sutherland, Ruth Vizor, Mary 

Grady, Pauli Walker, Vincent Knowles, Sarah McManus, Sr 

Jennifer Lindsay, Maureen Low, Norman Telfer, Erin Corbett, 

Roz Byers and Marie Angela Crolla. 
 

St Mary Magdalene’s: 
Maureen Scott, Monica Gorman, Julie Keegan, Jean McInally, 

Bill McGeachie, Norrie Gibson, Aisha Montgomery, Tom Kay, 

Eleanor Campanile, Mary McGovern (jnr), Carolynne McCann, 

Jacqueline Marinello, Sandra Watt, Chris English, Andrew 

Farmer, Maria Scott Jnr, Louise Gorman, Bridget Malone, 

Margaret Ryan, Annie Watson, David O’Donnell, Jude Ferguson 

and James Muir. 

Offertory 22/23 November: 
 

St Mary Magdalene’s, £394.66 total, including £102.66 

Offertory, £185.00 Gift Aid and £107.00 online. 
 

St John’s, £1773.00 total, including £246.00 Offertory, 

£350.00 Gift Aid and £1177.00 online. 
 

Catholic Education Week SC: 
£377.76 in total 

PARISH REGISTER 
 

Warm birthday greetings to Sr Alda at Lauder Lodge, 101 next Saturday, 6 
December… 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for those who have died 
recently: 

 

Brian McDermott – Ursula Palmer 
William McKormick – Brendan Murphy 

Anne Morris (Kate Fulton’s sister)  
Fr Fergus Kerr OP 

 

Please pray for those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time: 

 

Jim Walsh – Willie Robertson – Bill Brogan 
Basil Juska – Patrick McClory 

Roy McGillivray – Helen McRae 
Margaret Risi – Denis Davidson – Canon 
Raymond Fitzpatrick – Elizabeth Elton 

 
  


